
TERM 1 : ISSUE 4 FRIDAY 23 MARCH, 2018 

Newsletter 
BORONIA K-12 COLLEGE 

Boronia K-12 College : Proudly Learning Together 

T (03) 9760 4900  |  E boronia.k12@edumail.vic.gov.au  | W  boroniak-12.vic.edu.au | Follow us: 

In this issue... 
 Principal’s Report 

 Assistant Principals’ Reports 
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 Yr. 1/2 Mont De Lancy Excursion 

 Senior School News 

 City Experience Snapshots 

And much more... 

Important dates... 
26 MAR YEAR 9 ‘B ACTIVE’ DAY 

27 MAR OPEN NIGHT (YEAR 7 FOCUS) 

27 MAR SECONDARY EMR SWIMMING FINALS 

29 MAR PRIMARY EASTER HAT PARADE 

29 MAR END OF TERM ASSEMBLY 

29 MAR LAST DAY TERM 1 

16 APRIL FIRST DAY TERM 2 

18 APRIL YR 10/12 OLD MELBOURNE GAOL EXSN. 

24 APRIL PRIMARY DISTRICT ATHLETICS  

See page 6 for more important dates 

Athletics Carnival 
Monday 19 March saw our whole school Athletics 

Carnival come to fruition. 

https://twitter.com/BoroniaK12
https://www.facebook.com/BoroniaK12College/
https://www.instagram.com/boroniak12college/


Meagan Cook 
Principal’s Report 

As the term draws to an end, I want to take the                   

opportunity to thank all members of our community 

for their contribution to a successful and busy Term 

One. Our students have been hard at work both in 

and out of the classroom. I have been very impressed 

with our collective efforts to engage our students and 

build “Our Learning Culture”. I know that parents and 

students would want to join me in thanking our                

amazing teaching and support staff for all their hard 

work.  

During these last weeks of term, Interim (Progress) 

Reports will be made available via COMPASS. These 

reports provide a snapshot of your child’s progress 

against our Shared Expectations, the set of behaviours 

that contribute to students being successful in the 

classroom. They provide an opportunity for reflection 

and can be used to establish learning goals. I thank all 

families and carers of students in Years 7 – 12 that 

attended our Parent/Student/Teacher interviews on 

Thursday 22 March. Attendance at such interviews are 

critical in our partnership. 

Building on last year’s work, students in Years 7-12 will 

be working with Elevate Education throughout 2018. 

This is a dedicated study skills program, designed to 

lift the aspirations of our students. It will provide them 

with the skills and knowledge to be successful                  

learners. As with any programs that we implement, it is 

up to our students to act on this new learning and 

form new habits around pathways planning, study and 

homework.  

Last week, we ran our first Sub-School Information 

Nights for 2018. I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all families that were in attendance. Our staff 

put in many extra hours preparing these events and 

gave up valuable time with their own families to be at 

school supporting our community. I have appreciated 

the positive feedback that I have received about these  

evenings. If you were unable to attend this event, 

please keep and eye on COMPASS for further                 

opportunities to learn more about our College and 

strengthen relationships between home and school.  

It was great this week to see students from                         

Foundation through to Year 12 competing for their 

houses at our annual Athletics Carnival. Our VCAL                     

students did a great job planning and running                      

activities and events for our F-2 students. As always, 

despite the competitive nature of all, the community 

spirit of our College shone through as staff and                   

students worked together to ensure a fantastic day 

was had by all. 

Another fantastic whole school event. It is always a joy 

to bring the whole College together! 

Last week Ms Middleton, Mrs Blair and I, along with 

our student representatives, attended the Knox 

Schools Expo. Together we highlighted what Boronia K

-12 College offers in the secondary years of schooling. 

There were many parents and students in attendance 

and a great deal of interest was shown in our College, 

so much so that we again ran out of brochures. There 

was an incredible energy in the room as we listened to 

guest speakers talk about the transition to secondary 

education and the quality of the schools in the Knox 

area.  

Please join us on Tuesday 27 March at 6:30pm for our 

Open Night. The focus of the night is on the transition 

to Secondary Education. During my Principal’s          

address, I will outline features of the Year 7 program 

and my vision for the secondary school programs 

moving forward.  

I wish everyone a safe and restful term break. 

Meagan Cook - Principal 

Sub-School Nights 

Athletics 

Knox Schools Expo 

Open Night 



 



Assistant Principal’s Report 

Kathryn Middleton 

Laptop devices and the internet have become an              

integral part of everyday life. This powerful resource 

enables people of all ages to learn and communicate 

in a myriad of new ways. For children growing up in a 

world where the internet has always been available, it 

is an essential tool. They are the ‘digital natives’- always 

surrounded by online technology, and using the               

internet from an increasingly early age.  

After much anticipation, excitement and patience, the 

Boronia K- 12 laptop program rollout began last week. 

The program is designed to enable our students to 

thrive as global citizens, allowing our students to:  

 Learn anywhere, anytime  

 Initiate their own learning  

 Involve their family in their education  

 Create media rich presentations and projects  

 Instantly access information to enrich their 

learning  

 Make communications from home to school 

and school to home  easier and more efficient 

 Keep in close contact with the school’s online 

Compass portal for class changes, events and 

excursions, learning tasks and homework, as 

well as the College News Feed. 

All students using a device at school have participated 

in a Laptop Protocols and Induction session                        

specifically designed to help them get the best use out 

of their device. The session included tips on caring for 

the device, rules of use in and out of the classroom as 

well as a close look at the User Agreement document 

which all students and parents have agreed to abide 

by. A copy of the protocols can be accessed for                    

parents to read on Compass/School Documentation/ 

Laptop Device Protocols.  

 

Parents don’t need to have good computer skills to 

help their children make the best use of their laptops. 

Your interest, support and encouragement is more 

important than any computer skills!  

 Encourage the open use of the laptop - not be 

hidden away in a private space like a bedroom. 

 Remind your child to charge the laptop over-

night to ensure it is ready for school each day. 

 Spend time with your child asking them to show 

you the places they use online. Make this a   

regular, ongoing conversation. 

 Discuss strategies your child could use if they 

were upset by something sent or posted online. 

Informing you about any such material rather 

than just not responding and leaving the site 

straightaway may be some first steps your child 

should take. 

 Discuss time limits around appropriate laptop 

usage (see below). 

 Set in place agreed levels of personal                     

information your child can share online. It’s                 

important private information such as their 

name, address and personal images are kept 

just that – private. 

 Remind your child of the importance of keeping 

their password a secret. More often than not, 

accounts are hacked by someone known to the 

account holder using a password they have  

obtained from the account holder. 

 Try not to use the removal of technology as 

punishment for online issues. International             

research shows the number one reason young 

people give for not reporting online issues,              

including cyber bullying, is because they believe 

they will lose access to their online technology 

and communities. 

 

Laptop Program 

Managing Devices at the College 

Managing Devices at Home 



Assistant Principal’s Report 
CONTINUED 

Talk to the school if any issues arise.  

The renowned child psychologist, Michael Carr-Gregg, 

is a strong supporter of balanced time. Limits on    

technology use are more about opening opportunities 

for physical activity or discussions within the family. 

Greater amounts of the use of technology may be      

justified in some circumstances depending on the 

learning being undertaken by the student. Rather than 

impose specific time limits, therefore, it is important to 

use these opportunities to remind students of the 

need to balance technology with physical activities. 

Michael Carr-Gregg suggests for very hour of                       

technology use, children should engage in two hours 

of physical play.  

To support a positive approach to limiting late night 

use of technology, Michael Carr-Gregg suggests               

establishing a common location where all family              

devices (including mobile phones) are placed for 

charging overnight. This removes the temptation to 

have devices next to the bed overnight and                       

encourages a routine that ensures devices are ready 

for the following day.    

Children can use the internet for many reasons. These 

could include finding assistance with school                         

assignments, learning skills, gaining knowledge,               

meeting new people who share similar interests and 

keeping in touch with friends. But there are risks. 

Knowing how to use the internet safely is essential to 

having a positive online experience. For parents and 

their children, it is important to know how to apply 

these skills at home as well as at school. Children              

access the internet for entertainment, research, 

school assignments and to communicate. In doing so 

they can also, often unknowingly, place themselves in 

risky situations. 

Not all internet users will experience problems.                

However, ensuring our children understand and                  

appreciate these risks and have the knowledge and  

Time Limits 

Safety Online 

awareness to be cybersafe is important when                    

accessing the internet at home, at school and in public 

places. 

The College advises that parents/guardians encourage 

on-going conversations about experiences online, the 

use of apps and software being used and issues               

associated with social media. Please find below a list 

of useful resources for parents: 

 https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 

 https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-

resources/iparent/staying-safe/social-

networking/is-there-an-age-limit-for-kids-on-

social-media 

 http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/

screen_time_6-11_years.html 

 http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/

about/programs/bullystoppers/

growingupdigital.PPT 

Kathryn Middleton 

Assistant Principal - Secondary 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/staying-safe/social-networking/is-there-an-age-limit-for-kids-on-social-media
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/staying-safe/social-networking/is-there-an-age-limit-for-kids-on-social-media
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/staying-safe/social-networking/is-there-an-age-limit-for-kids-on-social-media
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/staying-safe/social-networking/is-there-an-age-limit-for-kids-on-social-media
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/screen_time_6-11_years.html
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/screen_time_6-11_years.html
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/bullystoppers/growingupdigital.PPT
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/bullystoppers/growingupdigital.PPT
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/bullystoppers/growingupdigital.PPT


DATE EVENT 

22 May Open Night - 6.00pm (Prep Focus) 

Year 9 City Experience Day 5 

23 May Year 9 City Experience Day 6 

National Simultaneous Storytime 

24 May Debutante Ball Dance Lesson 5 

31 May Debutante Ball Dance Lesson 6 

1 June Primary Division Cross Country             

Carnival 

11 June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

22 June Year 5/6 Girls Interschool AFL 

29 June  Last Day Term 2 

16 July First Day Term 3 

4 August ELC Open Morning - 10.00am 

14 August Year 5/6 Hooptime 

20 August Year 12 Elevate: Study Skills 

24 August Year 10 Elevate: Memory &                       

Pneumonics 

4 September Book Fair 

5 September Book Fair 

6 September Book Fair 

21 September Last Day Term 3 

8 October First Day Term 4 

21 December Last Day Term 4 

DATE EVENT 

26 March Year 9 ‘B Active’ Day 3 

Year 6 Pancake Breakfast &                  

Transition Information Session 

27 March Open Night - 6.30pm (Year 7 Focus) 

Secondary EMR Swimming Finals 

29 March Primary Easter Bonnet Parade 

End of Term Assembly & Easter 

Raffle Draw 

Last Day Term 1 

16 April First Day Term 2  

18 April Year 10/12 Old Melbourne Gaol Tour 

20 April Year 10 History ANZAC Day Service 

24 April Primary District Athletics Carnival 

25 April ANZAC Day 

27 April Debutante Ball Dance Lesson 1 

30 April - 2 May Year 5/6 City Camp 

2 May Year 11 Elevate: Study Skills Kick 

Start Incursion 

4 May Year 12 Medea Excursion 

5 May ELC Open Morning - 10.00am 

Debutante Ball Dance Lesson 2 

8 May Year 9 City Experience Day 4 

Year 11/12 RSA Training 

10 May Debutante Ball Dance Lesson 3 

11 May Year 10 Holocaust Museum Excsn. 

17 May Debutante Ball Dance Lesson 4 

18 May Primary District Cross Country 

College Calendar 

Important Dates 





Around the College 
What’s happening 

The year 10 psychology class went to KIOSC to do an investigation of physiological response to an altered state of 

consciousness.  We went through a guided meditation where our heartrate and galvanic skin response were 

measured and recorded while we meditated. We then had a go of the Oculus Rift Virtual Reality headset which 

simulated a rollercoaster, our heart rate and galvanic skin response were measured and recorded once more, to 

compare the two states of awareness. 

Ben Z, 10C 

Primary Regional Swimming 
A huge effort from Year 5 & 6 students (Ruby, 

Kaden, Jack and Jarrah) finishing third in their 

Eastern Metropolitan Regional Freestyle Relay on 

Friday, 16 March. All students gave their best 

swim throughout all competitions, swimming a 

great team 200m race! A fantastic effort to even 

make it to region, let alone, put in an amazing 

effort and getting the results they did. 

Congratulations also to Jack 5/6 B who competed 

in the Individual Breastroke event, finishing fifth 

in this race. 

Thank you to all the family members and staff members who attended to cheer on the team. Definitely the              

loudest supporters! 

Another fantastic Swimming Carnival over the past month for the Primary Swimming team, looking forward to 

more great achievements leading into the Athletics Competitions and into the 2019 swimming Carnivals! 

YEAR 10 PSYCHOLOGY AT KIOSC 
A glance at 





On Thursday 8 March, the Year 1/2 students went on an exciting 

adventure to Mont De Lancey Homestead. Our students were 

engaged in many ‘olden day’ activities, exploring the old church, 

an original house and a Blacksmith. Students also participated in 

fun activities where they made peg dolls, cooked damper, made 

rope and took a handwriting lesson from Sir McDougal. Here’s 

what some of our students had to say: 

I learnt that school in the olden days was very strict. - Maya 1/2 C 

The toilets were outside. If they needed to go in the middle of the 

night, they had to go in a pot! - Makayla 1/2 C 

I really enjoyed the Billy Carts. - Finn 1/2 C 

The Blacksmith makes things out of metal. - Hannah 1/2 A 

I liked getting to see the chapel. - Michael 1/2 B 

A snapshot of 

YEAR 1/2 MONT DE LANCY EXCURSION 





From the  
SENIOR SCHOOL 

At the College Athletics Carnival this week, the Year 11 

and 12 VCAL Students organised and ran a program 

for the Foundation to Year 2 Students. The activities 

included long jump, shuttle relays and an obstacle 

course.  

It was a great learning experience for the VCAL                   

students, after having to change their instructions to 

be age appropriate for the Junior students, and for the 

Junior students to remind the VCAL’s of the rules of 

some of the activities! 

VCAL News 

Debutante Ball 2018 

Preparations for the 2018 Debutante Ball are well            

underway, and we are happy to announce the dance 

rehearsal timetable. 

Dance rehearsals will be held in the Performing Arts 

Centre, on the following Thursday afternoons, from 

3.30-5.00pm:  

 April 26th 

 May 5th 

 May 10th 

 May 17th 

 May 24th 

 May 31st 

Get your dancing shoes on, (and girls don’t forget your 

deb shoes) for what will be a fun lead up to the big 

event! 





SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS 

Coles has launched their 2018 Sports for Schools                

program and we are excited to announce that we are 

participating, and collecting vouchers for much needed 

sports equipment. Vouchers are available in all Coles 

stores, with collection bins in Coles Boronia, our                

General Office, and outside of our PE Office. Collect as 

many vouchers as you can! By donating and                           

encouraging friends and family to do the same, you are 

helping to  provide a healthy and active education for 

our children.  

Coles 

Athletics fun 
IN FOUNDATION 

Our Foundation students enjoyed their very first                

Athletics Day on Tuesday and all had plenty to say 

about their experience on the following day at school. 

Check out their amazing writing about their favourite 

parts of the day.  

Junior School 
OPEN NIGHT & MORNINGS 





Snapshots of 
YEAR 9 CITY EXPERIENCE 


