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 F - 2 Special Visitors Day 

And much more... 

Important dates... 
11 JUNE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

12 JUNE 7 - 9 EXAM PROGRAM COMMENCES 

13 JUNE YR 5/6 WINTER SPORT ROUND ROBIN 

13 JUNE SNR CHOIR EMP PERFORMANCE 

13 JUNE VCE GAT EXAM 

13 JUNE YR 10 MATHS & ENGLISH EXAMS 

13 JUNE YR 9 ‘BIG QUESTION’ PRESENTATION 

14 JUNE YEAR 8 KIOSC 

15 JUNE DEBUTANTE BALL 

See page 7 for more important dates 

Year 10 Boys Netball 
Our Yr. 10 Boys Netball Team showed great determination & 

sportsmanship, earning themselves an undefeated win! 

https://twitter.com/BoroniaK12
https://www.facebook.com/BoroniaK12College/
https://www.instagram.com/boroniak12college/


Meagan Cook 
Principal’s Report 

Last week, our whole staff, spent the day working with 

Adam Voight from Real Schools. A lot of content was 

covered but the areas that resonated most for me 

throughout the day were: 

 The concept of a shame response – withdrawal, 

avoidance, attack others or attack self. 

 The importance of a fair process over outcomes. 

 The power of affective language and                             

interactions in not only building a restorative 

culture but also building empathy in our                  

community. 

 How learning circles can assist in chunking a 

lesson to maximise engagement. 

 Collaboration vs competition in enhancing                   

classroom culture 

We will continue exploring these themes, and more, 

throughout Semester 2. 

This term we launched a range of Professional                  

Learning Teams that see our staff collaborating on and 

enhancing their knowledge of best practice in the                   

following areas: 

 Bringing to life our Instructional Model. 

 Enhancing our use of Learning Technologies for 

staff and student collaboration. 

 Building our knowledge of key Literacy                   

Strategies that enhance student learning in all              

areas of the curriculum. 

 Further developing our new “B Program” in Year 

9. 

These teams are key drivers of our planned Strategic 

Improvement over the next three years. 

As a college, we are always seeking to further develop  

our collective capacity to improve the social, emotional 

and academic outcomes of all students in our care. 

This has meant lifting our expectations of student              

behaviour and student learning. There is no doubt, 

that this is proving challenging for a small number of               

students. I would like to thank all families that we have 

made contact with, as they have all shown a                            

willingness to assist us in working with their child to 

bring about positive changes in behaviour and/or  

learning.  

I have been very impressed with the way in which              

students are applying themselves in our Semester 

One exam period. The confidence of our students has 

certainly grown since we introduced these exams 12 

months ago. Our rationale for completing the exams 

each semester, is that we want students to go into 

their Year 12 exams so accustomed to the experience 

that they can fully concentrate on displaying their 

knowledge and skills. This is based on neuroscience - 

cognitive load theory - you cannot fully engage when 

your brainpower is required for other things                         

(like- where do I put my name? what do I do with this 

booklet? what does ‘explain’ mean?) 

The timetable for the exams and the expectations of 

students during this time is available on COMPASS. 

Catch up sessions have also been timetabled for                  

students who are unable to attend an exam due to 

illness or another equally valid reason.  

Preparations continue for our Debutante Ball, which 

will be held on Friday 15 June. The students (Year 10 - 

Year 12) have shown a great deal of dedication to their 

dance lessons and I look forward to seeing all of their 

hard work in action next week. 

Meagan Cook 

Principal 



Assistant Principal’s Report 

Adrienne Tanner 
As a parent you probably wonder what teachers do on 

their Professional Development days.  It is a valid      

question and one which I can genuinely respond to in a 

positive way.  Last Friday we participated in a whole 

school PD with Adam Voigt and REAL Schools.   

Adam Voigt worked closely with the school last year to 

develop a positive whole school culture.  Adam is a 

powerful speaker who constantly challenges, inspires, 

and provokes our belief systems with a view to 

strengthen and connect our whole school community.  

The key purpose of the day was to reengage and             

further develop the restorative process, gain a deeper 

understanding of the different types of learning circles 

we can use and to build upon our use of affective state-

ments. 

As a new staff member, what has impressed me is the 

way in which the restorative process underpins the way 

everything is done at Boronia K-12. The                           

conversations I hear between teachers and students 

and even students and students show a commitment to 

the process.  There is a common language that              

everyone uses and understands. Every staff member 

was involved in the workshop on Friday which clearly 

shows the commitment the school has to the process. 

Restorative practices continue to form a major part of 

the way we deal with all the relationships within our 

community. We believe the best learning occurs when  

there is a positive relationship between teachers and 

students. Restorative practices assist teachers,                    

students and parents to build, maintain and restore 

relationships. During the day we increased our skills 

around holding restorative conversations.  Central to 

the restorative process is the use of Affective                     

statements. They are “I” statements that make                      

students aware of either the positive and negative            

impact of their behaviour. They describe a behaviour 

and the specific impact of those behaviours.  The focus 

is on behaviour and not the worth of the student. They 

are always respectful in tone.  Some examples could be: 

 “I am feeling frustrated that you continue to         

arrive to class late.” 

 “I feel happy to see that you are showing me           

respect by bringing your equipment to class” 

 “I am so thankful that you are working hard to 

complete your work.  This shows respect for the 

work I have set” 

 “I am feeling uncomfortable when I see you 

speak to each other so poorly” 

Affective statements are useful in all relationships and 

allow you to frame a positive statement in a negative 

situation.  They take practice but they can be very              

helpful to establish and maintain good relationships. 

A Wellbeing initiative is to prepare a Bullying                                

Prevention Plan.  The action plan will be developed 

alongside student, parent and staff input.  Restorative 

practices will be used to repair relationships that have 

been damaged by bullying. The process must be                

managed well as it needs to be consistently applied in 

order for us to bring effective change to our school 

culture. 

There will be more details of the plan in the next                

Newsletter.  Over the next few weeks we will gather   

information to determine the extent of bullying in our 

school community by surveying all students from 

Grade 1 to Year 12; random sampling of 50 parents 

and all staff. We hope to build engagement and                

connectedness with our teacher, student and parent 

community to address the instances of bullying. 

Our PD day was very successful and we appreciate the 

opportunity to be involved in such a positive workshop. 

Adrienne Tanner 

Assistant Principal -  Wellbeing and Inclusion 



Greetings to all members of the Boronia K-12                     

community. 

I would firstly like to take the opportunity to let the 

school community know that I will be on Long Service 

Leave from Tuesday, 12th June until Monday, 25th 

June. I will return for the last week of Semester 1                  

during which time the major focus will be on final 

preparations for the publishing of Years 7 -12                           

Semester Reports. Whilst I am looking forward to my 

leave, I am very disappointed that I will not be available 

to attend two key school events. I have had the                       

opportunity to drop into the Debutante Ball practice 

sessions held each Thursday afternoon and have been 

very impressed by not only the standard of the                  

students’ performances but also with their great sense 

of fun, comradery and enthusiasm. I wish all students 

good luck and look forward to seeing photos and                 

videos of the night.  Being a trivia tragic, I am also               

disappointed not to be able to attend the 80’s Music 

Trivia Night. Could I extend a big thank you to our                    

Parents’ Club members who are organising the night. 

If, like me, you are unable to attend, could you please 

still consider making a donation and support the hard 

working members of our BK-12 Community in their 

fundraising efforts. 

A special thank you to Carlie Case who held a very            

informative session for parents and students wishing 

to consider a VCAL pathway in 2019 on Thursday, 31st 

May. The session provided a great general oversight of 

the program followed by more specific examples of 

what, how and when students will study. Parents and 

students were also given the opportunity to speak one 

on one with Carlie about their particular interests and 

circumstances. Whilst 2019 is still seven months away,              

students wishing to partake in the program need to be 

planning and making decisions now.  

Our students have had a number of opportunities  

 

 

College Events 

Kathryn Middleton 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

over the last term to participate in a variety of                       

excursions, camps and sporting activities. Thank you 

to the staff who have put time into preparing students 

for these programs and making them so successful. Of 

particular note is the enthusiasm and excellent                  

behaviour of our students. Irrespective of the nature 

of the event, they always have enjoyed the activity and 

it is very rewarding to have members of the                       

community complement our students on being such 

good ambassadors for the school.  

Earlier this term, our Year 8 and 9 students                          

participated in the ‘Elevate Time Management’ session 

while our Year 11 students undertook the ‘Ace Your 

Exam’ program. Students who have put the                            

information into action will now start to reap the             

benefits as our examination period begins.   

End of Semester 1 exams have started at the school 

for students from Year 10 to 12.  Students should be 

preparing for exams at home, spending time working 

through revision sheets and revisiting topics covered 

over the semester. All students undertaking a VCE Unit 

3 and 4 study will sit the General Achievement Test 

(GAT) next week on Wednesday, June 13th.                        

Information about this test has been sent to students 

directly. Year 7 - 9 students will undertake their exams 

during usual class time. We wish all students good 

luck.  

Moving forward, we would also like to remind students 

about the tips presented by Elevate. In order to 

achieve ‘great’ results all year round and not just ‘good’ 

results, they advise the following: 

“Many students work exceptionally hard and meet 

their class deadlines, but still find they receive average 

marks in their assessments. This is because students 

often think it is enough to simply complete work set by 

their teachers, and nothing else. They don’t realise  

 

 

Exams and Elevate 



Assistant Principal’s Report 
CONTINUED 

that they are being compared to other students, and 

that the top students are inevitably those who can 

differentiate themselves and standout, and that in              

order to be able to do this, one needs to go above and 

beyond the basic expectations. However, this sort of 

work is almost always non-compulsory, meaning                

students are not held accountable if they don’t                  

complete it. As a result, they relegate it to the bottom 

of their schedules and never get it done. In a sample 

cohort, less than 5% of students would prioritise the 

non-required work when doing homework. While this 

seems intuitive, it’s the number one reason why this 

sort of work never ends up being completed.” 

In the Time Management seminar, students were              

introduced to the concept of “non-required tasks”, or 

the tasks which will enable them to differentiate            

themselves in assessments and assignments. 

Specifically, these tasks include: 

 Making notes during term 

 Completing practice tests 

 Doing extra reading 

Students are advised to find 10 - 20 minutes a week to 

complete Non-Required Tasks and they will achieve a 

large cumulative advantage over the average student, 

who might never complete a single non-required task. 

End-of-semester reports will be available on Compass 

at the end of Term 2.  Please read these reports                  

carefully and discuss with your child how they can              

further improve their academic performance in the 

second half of this year.   

When reflecting on their reports, students should focus 

upon the attributes and behaviours teachers                 

recommend for further improvement - perseverance, 

hard-work, asking for help, taking pride in their learning 

and setting high expectations. Educational research 

has proven that intelligence is changeable                             

(not predetermined or fixed), and that academic  

Semester Reports 

growth can be achieved by everyone through working 

hard, being resilient and acting on the feedback given 

in the end-of-semester reports. These are the keys to 

achieving this growth. 

Kathryn Middleton 

Assistant Principal - Secondary 

Recount of 
CITY EXPERIENCE 

During Boroniak-12 College’s time in Melbourne’s city, 

we did a variety of things, ranging from a MCG tour to 

discovering and learning about ‘the big question’ 

which really made the students open their eyes to 

what life can be like, and what it is like for others.  

The best part for us was the independent days when 

we had to find our own way around the city and ask 

people about our ‘big question’ which was “how do we 

keep the grounds around Melbourne clean?’  

To put city experience into a few words, it was an 

overall educational and thrilling experience.  

- Daniel 9B 



Assistant Principal’s Report 

Matthew Scammell 
There has been some exciting and engaging learning 

happening across our Junior School this term.  

The F - 2 building was buzzing with excitement last 

week when we had the Special Person’s Morning. It 

was wonderful to see so many family members come 

in to share in the fun and activities. For our                        

Foundation students it was a great way to tune the 

students into their new Central Idea ‘families are all 

unique and different’. In this unit, students are going 

to look at the people, celebrations and traditions that 

make their family special and how their family is              

similar and different to other students in Foundation 

and within selected texts.   

Our Year 1/2 students have just finished their unit, 

‘knowing our personal histories allows us to                        

understand who we are and where we come from’. 

The special morning was a great way for them to share 

the work they have been doing on creating timelines 

and looking at family trees. More recently, they have 

had a range of people from within and outside of the 

college come in and share information on what they 

do for a job. This is to support their new unit on the 

way all different jobs contribute to our community. If 

you would be interested in sharing your job with our 

Year 1/2s, please contact one of the teachers.  

Our Year 3/4 students went on an exciting excursion 

yesterday to Polly Woodside and The Shine of                    

Remembrance. They had a lot of fun and found the 

experience highly engaging. This experience will help 

them explore how ‘events of the past have influenced 

our lives today’.  

After exploring different government systems and 

their impact on social justice and equality, the Year 5/6 

students are now looking at past civilisations and their 

impact on modern day technology. This will be a               

particularly interesting unit for the students as they 

explore different types of technology, not just digital 

technology. If you look in the shared space of the Year  

5/6 building you will see some exhibits of past                   

technologies. If you have any other artefacts you would 

be happy to share with the students, please contact the 

Year 5/6 team.  

There are fantastic displays of student work                    

throughout all of our buildings, both from their                    

classwork and work completed in their specialist                 

lessons – I encourage you to come before or after 

school to see the awesome work the students have 

been doing! 

Matthew Scammell - Assistant Principal - Primary 

         



DATE EVENT 

20 August Year 12 Elevate: Study Skills 

24 August Year 10 Elevate: Memory &                       

Pneumonics 

30 August Fathers’ Day Stall 

4 September Book Fair 

5 September Book Fair 

6 September Book Fair 

7 September Year 9 KIOSC: Forensic Science 

21 September Last Day Term 3 

8 October First Day Term 4 

19 October Year 9 KIOSC: Food Futures 

31 October Year 12 English Exam 

2 November Year 12 Further Maths Exam 1 

5 November Year 12 Further Maths Exam 2 

7 November Year 12 Food Studies Exam 

Year 12 History Revolutions Exam 

8 November Year 12 Design & Technology Exam 

Year 12 Health & Human Exam 

9 November Year 12 PE Exam 

VET Digital Media Exam 

Year 12 Accounting Exam 

12 November Year 12 Studio Arts Exam 

14 November Year 12 Legal Studies Exam 

21 December Last Day Term 4 

DATE EVENT 

11 June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

12 June Middle School (7—9) Exam Program 

Commences 

13 June Year 5/6 Winter Sports Round Robin 

Senior Choir EMP Conference                 

Performance 

VCE GAT Exam 

Year 10 Maths & English Exams 

Year 9 ‘Big Question’ Presentation 

Afternoon 

Scholastic Book Club Orders Due 

14 June Year 8 KIOSC: Earth and Space 

15 June Debutante Ball 

18 June Year 9 ‘B Active’ Program 

19 June Secondary EMR Cross Country Finals 

22 June Year 5/6 Girls Interschool AFL 

23 June 80s Music Trivia Night 

25 June Year 9 ‘B Active’ Program 

26 June Year 5/6 Winter Round Robin              

Competition 

29 June  Last Day Term 2 

Whole School Pyjama Day 

16 July First Day Term 3 

3 August K - Year 6 Disco  

4 August ELC Open Morning - 10.00am 

6 August Year 8 KIOSC: Energy & Geo Hazards 

14 August Year 5/6 Hooptime 

College Calendar 

Important Dates 





Around the College 
What’s happening 

The following report has been written by Year 10              

students,  Amy (10B) and Mel (10D). 

Senior Choir MSO Excursion 

On the 30th of May the Year 7-9 Instrumental Music 

Students and the Senior Choir went on a bus trip to 

Hamer Hall. There were 43 students from our school 

and lots of students from other schools who came to 

watch the educational music performance performed 

by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra (MSO),                   

featuring Tripod, a trio of funny musical comedians. 

The concert was about putting music and comedy                 

together. The performance was funded by MSO to give 

kids an educational experience, but also to let them 

enjoy the music and have a good time.  

Here are some students’ thoughts on the                             

performance: 

 “I Enjoyed watching them (Tripod) talk about how 

some music can sound like chicken noises” – Jazmine, 

10B 

“I liked the funny lyrics sent in by the students and how 

we all had to sing them” – Dylan, 10A 

“Overall it was a good event. It was cool how they used 

comedy instead of just using the orchestra” – Anthony, 

10B 

“I really like how they were quite funny and made the 

music interesting and I liked how the guy came on 

stage dressed up and started dancing with the ‘robot’” 

– Sarah, 7B 

“I like the part when they talked about the different 

types of music” – Karl, 9A 

By the end of the performance, every student had a 

smile on their face as they walked out the doors from 

Hamer Hall. Special thanks to Ms McLaren for                      

organising this fantastic excursion, it was definitely an 

experience of a lifetime. 

 

Year 1/2 Career Investigations 

In 1/2, our students have begun investigating the              

concept that “many jobs contribute to the organisation 

of communities.” They have loved having many special 

guests come into our class to share experiences in 

their jobs.  

We have had many professionals, such as a Police 

Officer and Postal Lady, come in to share their roles in 

our community.  

Staff from around our school have also volunteered 

their time to explain their role within our school                 

community. Students especially enjoyed Ms Cook               

discussing her role as Principal and giving the kids a 

show with her juggling skills. Lucky for us she didn’t 

become a clown like she wanted to be when she was 

younger! 



Around the College 
CONTINUED 

NEVR Youth Concert 

Nine Boronia K-12 College students were accepted 

into the North Eastern Victorian Region Youth Concert 

as part of the Secondary Choir. The show features over 

800 students from all across the region. Our                         

participating students contributed to an absolutely         

fantastic performance at Hamer Hall on Tuesday 22 

May. 

The concert aims to show the diversity and quality of 

music across the region, and we can confirm the NEVR 

Youth Concert certainly hits that goal! 

A special thank you to Mrs McLaren and Mrs Russell 

for all of their hard work in organising our students to 

attend the numerous rehearsals, and for obtaining this 

fantastic opportunity.  

An extra special congratulations and well done to our 

students, Bec 7C, Abby 7A, Ruby 7C, Darci 7A, Sarah 

7B, Emma 7A, Maddi 7B, Karl 9A and Amy 10B for their 

hard work and obvious talent. We look forward to           

seeing your skills and experiences grow! 

Primary Division Cross Country  

A BIG pat on the back to the student who competed at 

the Primary Division Cross Country Competition on         

Friday, 1 June. Well done to Mika 5/6 C, Cassidy 5/6 B 

Omar 5/6 C and Dylan 5/6 A for giving it their all and 

making some great places! 

A HUGE congratulations to Dom 5/6 B (placing 7th) and 

Jarrah 5/6 B (placing 12th) who have qualified to                  

Represent Boronia K-12 College at the Regional Cross 

Country Championships at Yarra Valley Racecourse on 

Tuesday 19 June.  

Well done team! Your efforts are astounding! 

Mitch Stone 

Primary PE Coordinator 

ELC Simultaneous Story-time 

Our Early Learning Centre students enjoyed                        

participating in this year’s National Simultaneous                

Story-time on Wednesday 23 May.   

ELC staff and students enjoyed watching the podcast 

of Hickory Dickory Dash by Tony Wilson and Laura 

Wood on the Library interactive whiteboard and                

listening to Mrs Bukka's rendition of Hickory Dickory 

Dock  afterwards. 





Boronia K-12 College 

SUPERSTARS 

Week 7 was for students who take risks with their 

learning.   These are students who push themselves 

with their learning, being be able to work                              

independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas 

and innovative strategies. They are also resourceful 

and resilient in the face of challenges and change. 

The winners were: Isaac 1/2 A, Adam 3/4 B, Matthew 

3/4 A, Noah Prep A, Anoosha 3/4 A, Abigail 3/4 C, Sarah 

Prep A, Olivia 5/6 B, Jasmine 5/6 A, Kai 1/2 C, Carol 5/6 

C, and Tehya 1/2 B.  

Week 7 Specialist Award Winners: 

Art – Summer 1/2 A 

Music – Sasha Prep A 

P.E. – Jayde 5/6 A and Amy T 

Spanish – Ella 3/4 D 

Science – Ashton 5/6 C 

Week 8 was for students who are principled. These are 

students who act with integrity and honesty, with a 

strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the 

dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They 

take responsibility for their own actions and the                  

consequences that accompany them. 

The winners were: Matthew 3/4 A, Isabel 3/4 B, Tahliya 

1/2 C, Ashmeet 5/6 B, Noah Prep B, Matthew 3/4 D, 

Ghia 5/6 C, Xavier Prep A, Kalina 3/4 c, Charlie 1/2 B, 

Sienna 5/6 A, and Summer 1/2 A. 

Week 8 Specialist Award Winners: 

Art – Cody 3/4 C 

Music – Tayen 1/2 A 

Sport – Brax Prep B 

Spanish – Lawrence 5/6 C 

Science – Ethan 5/6 B 

WEEK 7 

WEEK 7 

WEEK 8 

WEEK 8 

WEEK 6 WEEK 5 





Fun at 
YEAR 3/4 ‘EVENTS OF THE PAST’ EXCURSION 

In order to further explore the central idea “events of 

the past have influenced our lives today”, the Year  3/4 

students embarked on an adventure to the Polly 

Woodside, a ship from the 1800’s that is docked at 

South Warf and then onto the Shrine of                                   

Remembrance. 

Part of the learning during this unit was for students to 

reflect on the events of the past and how they have 

impacted on the lives of people both then and now. 

Our tour of the Shrine really helped the students to 

think about the impact each of the wars have had on 

Australia – from the soldiers, to their families, to the 

students now. Part of the experience included a                   

simulation of what happens on Remembrance Day. 

The Shrine was designed so that the light from the sun 

the comes in through the Shrine roof on the 11th hour 

of the 11th day on the 11th month. It was very                  

humbling to watch the light appear over the word love 

after we had listened to the last post and recited the 

ode.  

At the Polly Woodside ship, the students saw the lives 

of others from a different perspective. Huddled in the  

crew’s quarters, students had an understanding of the 

trials and tribulations that sailors faced at sea, linking to 

our work on the First Fleet and exploring the impact 

that had on our lives in Australia today. They had 

firsthand experiences of what it was like to scrub the 

deck as well as the hazards of climbing the mainsails (in 

a simulation of course!). The students were able to see 

exactly what life was like at this time in order to                  

understand the choices people made back then. 

Some of our student’s reflections: 

“It was great to see two places! The ship was really big and 

it was fun to do the activities. The people who helped us 

were very energetic. We saw the captains bedroom – it was 

cool. He had an ensuite with a bath and a big office. He 

was the furthest away from the toilet.” - Isabelle 

“The ship was really big. It was fun to scrub the deck and 

ring the bell. I got wet from scrubbing. We went on a hunt 

for the cats and mice on the boats. When you knocked on 

the door at the Shrine, a poppy falls down.” - Jacob 

“I liked how they taught what it was like to stay on the ship 

and what it was like to live there. At the Shrine I learnt the 

soldiers wore camouflage and had to carry everything in 

their big pockets. They kept their bible by their heart.” - 

Cooper 

“I liked seeing the eternal flame at the shrine and got to put 

a poppy in the wall. I got wet scrubbing the deck on the 

boat.” - Lashana 



Last week the F - 2 building was filled with Special Visitors on Monday morning. A very big thank-you to all those 

that joined us to assist in the students’ learning around their current Central Ideas. The students thoroughly            

enjoyed having the opportunity to share ideas and work, make new discoveries and investigate aspects around 

family, and past and present.   

Foundation to Year 2 
SPECIAL VISITORS DAY 




