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Important dates... 
7 NOV PREP 2019 INFORMATION EVENING 
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13 NOV 2019 PREP TRANSITION DAY 1 

16 NOV YEAR 2 SLEEPOVER 

16 NOV INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC CONCERT 

21 NOV 2019 PREP TRANSITION DAY 2 
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26 NOV YEAR 7 KIOSC EXCURSION 

See page 10 for more important dates 

Year 12 Final Days 
Year 12 students have seen out the end of 

their Secondary Schooling with a bang.  

https://twitter.com/BoroniaK12
https://www.facebook.com/BoroniaK12College/
https://www.instagram.com/boroniak12college/


Meagan Cook 
Principal’s Report 

Last week we celebrated the final days of our Year 12 

cohort for 2018. It is always a bittersweet moment for 

school staff, having watched them grow and develop 

over a number of years we are excited for what the 

future holds for them but will miss them terribly as 

well. 

At our Valedictory Dinner I had the honour of                    

addressing our students and their families and I want 

to share with everyone what I said: 

I know I speak for all of our staff when I say what a                  

privilege it is to be here this evening addressing the               

graduating class of 2018. 

I haven’t known you long and the year has gone so              

quickly, it feels like I have blinked and here we are at the 

end of your journey.  I know for you it doesn’t feel that 

quick, it is a big year that symbolises the end of 13 (or 

more) years of classroom based learning. 

I want to acknowledge that you are the first group that 

started and finished your secondary years at Boronia         

K-12 College. Many of you were the first Year 7’s of a             

newly amalgamated school. 

For some of you the journey was even longer having             

attended Allendale Kinder and/or Boronia Primary School. 

Across your secondary years the school has                           

undergone a great deal of change both in Principals and 

Staff and the way we use our teaching spaces to deliver 

ever improving programs. 

You have weathered this change with dignity, you have 

embraced the new future that we are working                     

towards.  

I thank you for the contribution that you have made 

throughout the years, you have helped shape our school 

and our programs for the better. 

At    the    start    of    the    year   I   know   your   teachers                           

 

 

Year 12 Final Days encouraged you to make the most of your final year of 

secondary schooling. At assembly I asked you not to 

count the days until the end of the year but to make the 

days count, I hope you have done that. 

We encouraged you to enjoy the year and to make the 

most of the opportunities that are presented through            

being a part of a school community and you have, you 

have been a great cohort, your involvement in college life 

has been a pleasure to watch. 

I hope that as you now finish formal classes and many of 

you move into a period of exams, that you are well                  

prepared and are just putting the icing on the cake. There 

is still time, every minute, every hour that you put in                 

between now and your exams is going to add value to 

your results. 

I’d be lying if I said that I remembered everything I was 

taught at high school, but I do remember a few things, 

like the formula for factorizing quadratics, the                        

equation for photosynthesis and the molecular                 

structure of DNA but what I remember most about school 

are the feelings of community, fun and friendship (some 

that have endured for 30+ years).  

What I remember most about finishing is an                     

overwhelming sense of excitement and possibility about 

what would be next. 

But there was also a sense of expectation, and I think that 

has only grown over the years for young people. A sense 

that we all have to do something great, something                  

amazing, but Martin Luther King said “if you cannot do 

great things – do small things in a great way!”  

I know that each and everyone of you can achieve great 

things no matter how big or small. 

So to our 2018 Year 12 students I wish you all the best for 

what is to come, your futures are bright and I am proud 

that we have contributed to your journey thus far. 

Enjoy  this  celebration  and  take  a  moment to reflect on  
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your years of schooling, but most of all take the time to 

thank the people here and at home that helped and                

encouraged you along the way. 

I want to leave you with one thought that I have stolen 

from Stephen Covey: 

“You are not a product of your circumstances – You are a 

product of your decisions” 

So make good ones! 

Community 

Congratulations Zac 8A for being acknowledged as a 

good samaritan within the Boronia Community. 

It was fantastic to see you in the local paper this week. 

Your actions exemplified our College Values of                     

Community and Respect and made us very proud of 

you. Thank you for representing our College and your 

family in such a positive way. 

Parents often ask whom they should contact when 

they have queries, below is some advice. 

Directing Enquiries 

Questions relating directly to 

your student’s learning in a               

particular subject or grade. 
 

“I wonder how my daughter is           

progressing in her mathematics 

class”? 
 

“I wonder if my son in Grade 6 can 

be extended in literacy because he 

loves reading”? 

These questions 

should be directed 

at the classroom 

teacher. 

Enquiries about pay-

ments, COMPASS access, 

dates, general operational 

information. 
 

“I am having trouble                 

logging on to COMPASS” 
 

“I need to set up a payment 

plan for the Year 9 Camp” 
 

“What date are the School               

Photos” 

If the information is not 

available on COMPASS or 

you have having                 

trouble finding it,                 

contact the General 

Office and they will assist 

you or direct you to the 

right person. 

If you have general               

questions about your 

child in relation to                    

attendance, friendships 

or information that you 

feel would beneficial in 

working with your child. 

Often the first port of call 

is the classroom teacher 

(Primary students) or the                     

Homegroup Teacher 

(secondary students).     

Alternatively, you can    

contact your child’s                  

Sub-School Leader (see 

below for information 

regarding who they are) 

If you have concerns 

about your child’s                   

wellbeing. 

Contact our Wellbeing 

Coordinator Nicole Costa 

If in doubt, contact the General Office and they will be 

able to point you in the right direction. 

Our Sub-School Leaders  

The Sub-School Leaders at Boronia K-12 College                

oversee the student engagement and wellbeing of 

groups of students. They assist team members in              

establishing and maintaining a focus on learning in our 

classrooms and guide staff in the development of             

cohort specific programs and events. They are                       

experienced teachers with a wealth of knowledge and 

are eager to assist all members of the community to 

ensure great outcomes for all students. 

YEAR LEVEL DIRECTOR OF SUB-SCHOOL 

JUNIOR SCHOOL             

(K-6) 

Mel Hancock 

MIDDLE SCHOOL       

(7-9) 

Rhiannon Smith 

SENIOR SCHOOL 

(10 - 12) 

Tim Knowles 
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Our Assistant Principals 

ROLE YEARS ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Assistant Principal: Wellbeing 

& Inclusion 

K-12  Adrienne Tanner 

Assistant Principal:                     

Curriculum, Engagement &  

Policy 

K-6 Matthew Scammell 

Assistant Principal:                         

Curriculum, Engagement and 

Operations 

7-12 Kathryn Middleton 

Don’t hesitate to contact them if you have 

any questions. 

Meagan Cook 

Principal 

 

 



Assistant Principal’s Report 

Matthew Scammell 

As a College, we are in the process of working out   

programs, staffing and classes for 2019. As you would 

appreciate, this is a complex and time consuming               

process that involves the consideration of a range of 

factors to inform our planning.  

Class formation is one of the most difficult process we 

engage in at this point in the year. Soon, we will start 

sessions to observe groupings and test classes. After 

each session, the supervising teacher writes up a               

report around the way the students interacted and 

worked together.  

Our number one goal when making class formations is 

always to provide the best learning conditions for each 

child. When working on class groupings, the following 

information is taken into account:  

 Current teacher recommendations 

 Academic level and needs 

 Social/emotional needs  

 Previous class placements/teachers 

 Parent requests  

 Student’s friends list  

 Gender and year level balances  

All this information is gathered, discussed, accessed 

and prioritised. We then start to plot class groupings 

on a graph that is colour, numerical and letter coded 

to ensure we can see even distribution of students 

across classes. This is then crosschecked against                 

student friend lists to ensure each student has a                

minimum of one friend.  

Next, it is passed through current teachers of all              

students involved, team leaders, principal class and 

support  workers, as  needed. We then do trials  to get  

further feedback. All this information is then used to 

make changes as needed. Each time a child is moved 

from one class group to another, all of the steps above 

need to be repeated to ensure we still have a balance 

and that we haven’t left children without someone on 

their friend list. The principal team then allocates 

teachers to classes based on the best fit for the group 

of students.  

As this is a complex process, we have a newly                

developed policy to ensure we have a consistent and 

fair process.  

We are now accepting parent’s placement requests for 

next year. All placement requests must fit the                  

guidelines set out in the policy and be made in writing, 

before Friday 16 November, to the relevant Assistant 

Principal.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

me. 

Matthew Scammell 

Assistant Principal: Primary Years 

Class Placements 2019 

Class Placement Policy 
PURPOSE: 

To explain to our school community how we manage 

requests for class placements, for the following school 

year.  

POLICY: 

The process that Boronia K-12 works through to plan 

each student’s class placement begins months before 

the end of the school year. The college aims to create 

the best learning environment for each student. We 

understand that in certain situations, parents and              

carers may like to request that their child be placed 

with a particular student or in a particular class.  

At Boronia K-12 College, all class placement requests 

must   be  made   in   writing  and   addressed  to   the  
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relevant Assistant Principal to the sub-school. The 

timeline for requests will be publicised in the College 

newsletter and on Compass.  

Boronia K-12 College does not guarantee placement 

requests will be honoured. Each case will be                          

considered on its educational merit and feasibility 

within the cohort. Late requests will not be                            

considered.  

REQUESTS FOR PLACEMENT WITH OTHER STUDENTS 

Boronia K-12 College recognises the importance of 

fostering and maintaining friendship groups. We also 

understand that it is equally important for students to 

mix and learn with peers who have different interests.  

We understand that some student groupings support 

learning and others can distract from learning. Our 

first priority will always be to put students together 

that will promote a calm and focused learning                  

environment.  

Requests for class placements must be made in             

writing, outlining who you would or would not like your 

child to be placed with and why. Requests can be             

addressed to the Assistant Principal for that stage of 

learning. We will not always be able to accommodate 

class placement requests, but will endeavour to take 

your wishes into consideration where possible. 

Students in Years Foundation to Year 5 will also be 

able to write a shortlist of students they would like to 

be placed with for the following year. The list may have 

up to five students, not in order of preference. These 

will be taken into account when planning the classes 

and each student is guaranteed one student from 

their list.    

REQUESTS FOR PLACEMENT WITH CERTAIN TEACHERS 

All teachers at Boronia K-12 College are caring and 

committed educators and Boronia K-12 College strives 

to ensure that all students are provided with a high 

quality education.  

Whilst we appreciate that you may believe that your 

child would benefit from being placed in a class with a  

particular teacher, we will not accept these requests. 

Our school’s leadership team has an in-depth                      

understanding of each teacher’s strengths and will 

always endeavour to place our students with teachers 

who are best placed to suit their needs. You may wish 

to submit a letter describing the dispositions that your 

child responds well to, rather than a particular                     

individual.  

REQUESTS FOR STUDENTS TO REPEAT A YEAR LEVEL 

Our school will follow the Department of Education 

and Training policy in the School Policy and Advisory 

Guide on Year Level Movement – see Attendance               

Policy. 

We will regularly promote students to the next year 

level and will exercise our professional expertise and 

judgment in relation to these matters. Students are 

only able to repeat a year level in exceptional                      

circumstances where Boronia K-12 College considers 

it is required for the long-term benefit of the student 

e.g. considering their social, wellbeing and academic 

needs. We will ensure that parents/carers are advised 

of the options that we consider best meet individual 

student needs. Students will not repeat a year level 

without the consent of parents/carers.   

REQUESTS FOR CLASS REALLOCATION 

We do not re-allocate students to different classes 

during the school year, unless exceptional                               

circumstances arise. The college will work with the          

student, family and staff, is these extreme                                    

circumstances, to make suitable arrangements.  

REVIEW CYCLE 

This policy was last updated on August 2018 and is 

scheduled for review in August 2021. 

School Council Approval is not required on this policy. 

Consultation will take place through the School                              

Council Policy Sub Committee. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/participation/pages/attendance.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/participation/pages/attendance.aspx


DATE EVENT 

29 November Year 9 Camp returns 

Prep 2019 Transition Day 3 

6 December Bye, Bye Birdie Performance 

7 December Prep 2019 Transition Day 4 

Bye, Bye Birdie Performance 

8 December Bye, Bye Birdie Final Performance 

11 December Prep 2019 Transition Day 5 

19 December Secondary School Awards Night 

20 December Year 6 Graduation 

21 December Last Day Term 4 

30 January 219 Term 1 2019 commences 

27 February  2019 Year 7 Camp departs 

1 March 2019 Year 7 Camp returns 

5 April 2019 Last Day of Term 1 2019 

DATE EVENT 

2 November Primary Years Swimming Program 

concludes 

Year 12 Further Maths Exam 1 

5 November Year 12 Further Maths Exam 2 

7 November Year 12 Food Studies Exam 

Year 12 History Revolutions Exam 

Year 5 - 8 ‘The Workshop’ Peer 

Mentor Program Session 3 

Prep 2019 Transition Information 

Evening 

8 November Year 12 Design & Technology Exam 

Year 12 Health & Human Exam 

9 November Year 12 PE Exam 

VET Digital Media Exam 

Year 12 Accounting Exam 

12 November Year 12 Studio Arts Exam 

3/4 B & 3/4 C Woolworths                

Excursion 

College Calendar 

Important Dates 

13 November Year 3/4 A & D Woolworths                    

Excursion 

Prep 2019 Transition Day 1 

14 November Year 12 Legal Studies Exam 

Year 5 - 8 ‘The Workshop’ Peer  

Mentor Program Session 1 

15 November  Year 7 - 11 Exam Program                   

Commences 

16 November Year 2 Sleepover 

Instrumental Music Concert 

21 November Prep 2019 Transition Day 2 

26 November Year 9 Camp departs 

Year 7 ‘Water’ KIOSC Excursion 

Keep an eye out for Colour Run fun in our next     

newsletter! 



Around the College 
What’s happening 

““I liked boogie boarding because you can 

catch a lot of waves. I also liked the night walk 

because we kind of got lost even though the 

teachers knew where we were going all along!”  

– Isabelle 3/4 C 

The beginning of Term 4 was a whirlwind for our Year 

3/4 students! They attended a three day camp down in 

Queenscliff at Camp Wyuna.  

Students were investigating how participation shapes 

our community. They were able to consider this idea in 

a variety of ways by taking part in many enjoyable                 

activities, such as boogie boarding, nature’s pizza oven, 

beach survivor, team initiatives and a trip to the Marine 

and Freshwater Discovery Centre. In their downtime, 

students played games with one another and teachers, 

getting involved in skipping and the GaGa pit. It was 

great to see the enthusiasm and encouragement 

which all students brought to the activities.   

A favourite activity was pizza making, where students 

created their own culinary masterpiece including             

making the dough! It was great to see them so hands 

on in this process and making a fresh, delicious pizza.  

Camp was a wonderful opportunity for our students to 

show their independence and ability to adapt to                   

different environments. It was great to see students 

having a go at everything, including trying some new 

foods!  

We know this will be a memorable experience for our 

students and one which they have already enjoyed 

sharing a lot about!  

Year 3/4 Camp 

“I liked the boogie boarding because it was 

fun! On camp I learnt about team work, it’s an 

important skill to learn so you can get along 

with people.” - Mikaylah 3/4 B 



YEAR 3/4 CAMP 
Snapshots of 





On Wednesday 24 October we celebrated the                

achievements and educational journeys of the Class of 

2018 at Sky High. This years graduating class is the first 

cohort of students to have commenced their journey in 

at our current site (one student began at Allandale 

Kinder!) College staff, students and families enjoyed the 

musical talents of Charlie (11A) and Elijah (10D who 

opened the evening with a rendition of Green Day’s 

“Time of your Life” and American Author’s “Best Day of 

my Life”.  We reminisced with the students through a 

photo presentation prepared by Leteesha (12A) and 

Claudia (12A). A number of students also received 

awards, recognising their academic achievements for 

their Year 12 studies:  

On Tuesday 23 October, we farewelled the graduating 

class of 2018 with a whole College Assembly.  The 

wonderful ELC Students presented our graduating 

class with portable high fives to give the Year 12’s a 

boost when they need it, stress relief bubble wrap 

packs for the upcoming examination period and 

smarties, to remind our students that we all think they 

are ‘smarties’.  

A bit of 
SENIOR YEARS NEWS 

Year 12 Final Day 

Valedictory Dinner  

SUBJECT AWARD RECIPIENT 

VCE ENGLISH Lani (12A) 

VCE FURTHER MATHS Claudia (12A) 

VCE HISTORY Lani (12A) 

VCE LEGAL STUDIES Leteesha (12A) 

VCE HEALTH & HUMAN                

DEVELOPMENT 

Leteesha (12A) 

VCE PYSICAL EDUCATION Derek (12A) 

VCE STUDIO ARTS Jett (12A) 

VCE ACCOUNTING Ashok (12A) 

VCAL LITERACY Monique (12V) 

VCAL NUMERACY Monique (12V) 

VCAL WORK RELATED SKILLS Monique (12V) 

VCAL PERSONAL                                

DEVELOPMENT SKILLS 

Monique (12V) 

VCAL SKILLS FOR                 

FURTHER STUDY 

Chloe (12V) 

We also awarded the 2018 Valedictorian Award for the 

student who has demonstrated outstanding                          

commitment and dedication to their studies, has                    

represented Boronia K-12 College at a range of events, 

including a Youth Leadership Forum in Sydney this 

year. Shane, who is one of the 2018 College Captains, 

was the inaugural winner of the Boronia K-12 College 

Valedictorian Award, and should be proud of his 

achievements and the role model he is for other                

Boronia K-12 College Students.  



Snapshots of 
VALEDICTORY DINNER 



More from the 
SENIOR YEARS 

ACCORD Hotels Immersion Excursion 

Last Wednesday, Mr Knowles invited Maddi, Bree,              

Hayden and Sally to the ACCOR Hotels Immersion            

Excursion in the city. The day started off at ACMI where 

we met with five schools from different parts of Victoria 

and had a quick overview of the day ahead. We each 

got different colour wristbands which separated us into 

different groups. We were lucky enough to join with 

Drouin High School where we met three of their                   

students. We then all separated into our groups and 

headed out to the Ibis Hotel.  

When we arrived, we got to meet numerous staff          

members and heard about how they got into the                 

industry and why they enjoy it. We were fortunate 

enough to get a full tour of the hotel including behind 

the scenes office spaces and the different types of 

rooms that are offered at the hotel. We were able to 

experience how a hotel runs and all the hard work that 

gets put in. After the tour of the hotel the chefs made 

us a delicious lunch. Next, we split off into smaller 

groups and we made mocktails. We got to make Lime 

Mojito’s and Drouin High School made a Sunrise. 

Overall the whole day was an amazing experience to 

see what it’s like to work in a hotel and what future           

opportunities there are after school. It was really good 

to meet new people from other schools as well as   

making stronger friendships with friends from Boronia.  

Sally (11B) , Bree (11B) , Maddi (11A) and Hayden (10A). 

Fun at 
KIOSC 



On Friday 12 October, we went to the Motorclassica 

event in Melbourne. Throughout the event we sat 

through multiple talks about the automotive industry 

and afterwards we had a free roam to explore all the 

cars that the exhibit offered - which was mostly                  

American muscle cars. The main thing I enjoyed was 

seeing all of the expensive cars. 

All in all, I enjoyed the event, and all the other students 

that attended liked it too! 

Matt (11A) 

Take a look at 
MOTORCLASSICA 

We started off the morning by waiting at the station to 

catch the train to Motorclassica. We got involved in 

different activities around the place and listened to 

different people talking about the different jobs you 

can do in the industry. After that we had time to roam 

around and have a look around at the cars, then when 

time was up we left and went back to school.  

Dylan (10A) 







What’s on in 
FARM SCHOOL 

Each week, a group of selected students head off to 

the Woori Yallock Farm School. The delivery of the  

Certificate I Conservation and Land Management 

through the Farm School Program, helps students to 

reengage, build social and team-working skills and      

increase self-esteem, whilst also providing the                  

students with real pathways to employment.  

Catch up on all that’s been happening at Farm school 

this Term: 

Week 9 

Welcome Back to Farm School! The students’ first day 

back after the school holidays was quite productive.  

The girls put their artistic talents to work by touching 

up a faded painting, a snakes and ladders game about 

‘snake safety’ we saw three separate snakes at the 

Farm School during the week before school holidays.   

Meanwhile, the boys got stuck into the bike track and 

almost finished the job…  

 

 

Enough at least to christen Farm School’s new set of 

bikes…  

The group had another stint in the Nursery and then 

finished another unit of work (Maintain Cultural Places) 

in class. 

Week 10 
With only a couple of units of work left to go for Farm 

School students’ Certificates in Conservation and Land 

Management, Week 10 focused on the units about           

local Aboriginal History. 

Students were all very engaged in a long (very long) 

chalk and talk about Australia’s pre-European History. 

This included a re-enactment of Batman’s treaty of       

Melbourne with the Wurundjeri mob. i.e cooking 

damper and drinking Billy Tea.  

There was even time for a quick game of Chess! 
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But, it wasn’t all fun and games, the unit ‘Record                  

information about Country’ uses the Farm School                

Reconciliation Garden and the students completed 

most of the written work associated with that.  

With plans to complete the unit in the following week, 

this will involve an excursion to the Coranderk                     

Aboriginal Cemetery where students will visit William 

Barak’s grave.  

‘Support Natrural Conservation Work’ is the next unit of 

study. This will involve delivering some of the 7,000 

plants that have been grown for the ‘Friends of the           

Helmeted Honey-eater’ and then getting stuck into a 

revegetation project in Yellingbo. To practice their 

planting skills, the group did some revegetation work at 

the Farm School, planting along the bike track that has  

been created this semester.  

Week 11 
Some decades ago a very wealthy man, John Ried,             

donated   his   Yarra   Valley   property   to   the   State                          

Government for conservation and educational                        

purposes. For many years Haining Farm has been used 

as a demonstration Diary Farm.  

John Ried’s Family have recently helped finance a               

significant conservation project which will see much of 

the property become a “swamp”.  

Why a “swamp”? Well, the Yarra River has been                     

significantly reduced in size with the construction of 

the Upper Yarra Dam (which OUR Farm School group 

visited in Week 8); most of the Yarra floodplains have 

been cleared and drained; and floods are now                   

controlled with levy banks. The rich diversity of wetland 

life has been reduced to a few isolated billabongs, 

wishing farewell to the wide range of birds, fish, and 

tortoises that once lived in the Yarra floodplain system.  

Parks Victoria, Zoos Victoria and Greening Australia, 

together with a wide range of local groups have built a 

series of shallow wetlands. Many of the plants the Farm 

School has grown for the Friends of the Helmeted  

Honeyeater will be used for this habitat restoration 

project in hopes that the diversity of animals and 

plants will return.  

The group were invited to see the site before the    

planting begins.  

They were the first school group to be given a tour of 

the project by Greening Australia’s Education Officer. 

Thank you, Andrew Rice!  

Students continued with some of the bookwork                    

associated with the unit ‘Record Information About 

Country’  which  is  all  about  local  Aboriginal  History. 
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We finished the day by visiting the Coranderrk                   

Aboriginal Cemetery. We trust this helped the students 

better understand and appreciate the bleak history of 

our local indigenous people.  

Week 12 
This week Farm School students went to the Yellingbo 

Nature Reserve where they: 

 Delivered 600+ seedling which they have been 

growing as part of their units “Support Nursery 

Work” 

 Planted 500 seedlings at a revegetation site for 

the Helmeted Honey-eater and the Leadbeater’s 

Possum as part of their unit “Support Natural 

Area Conservation” 

 Collected 300 seedlings for the Thursday Group 

who will be planting them at another                           

revegetation site in Healesville.  

The girls worked particularly well, planting 100                

seedlings between the three of them! 

When the group returned to the Farm School, the              

afternoon was spent completing the bookwork                   

associated with the unit ‘Support Natural Area                   

Conservation’.  

Next week is Melbourne Cup day ( therefore no Farm 

School). However, the group anticipates completing 

the unit ‘Record Information About Country’ during the                   

following week. This will mean students will have               

completed the work requirements for the Certificate I: 

Conservation and Land Management. The group will 

then continue working around the Farm School but will 

also get into some bushwalking, bike riding and      

mountain climbing from here on in! 



Notices from the 

Community 




