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In this issue... 
 Principal’s Report 

 Assistant Principals’ Reports 

 Wellbeing Report 

 Open Night  

 School Photos 

 Student of the Week 

 1000 Steps 

And much more... 

Important dates... 
11 MAR LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

12 MAR OFFICE CLOSING AT 3.30PM DUE TO PD 

15 MAR PRIMARY EASTERN REGIONAL SWIMMING 

19 MAR ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

25 MAR YR 7 INTERSCHOOL SPORT 

28 MAR SCHOOL PHOTOS  

  2 APR OPEN NIGHT / YR 9 CAMP DEPARTS  

  4 APR SCHOOL ASSEMBLY & EASTER RAFFLE  

  5 APR LAST DAY TERM 1 / YR 9 CAMP RETURNS  

See page 15 for more important  dates 

 

 Student Leaders 
  Introducing our Primary School Leaders 

 for  2019! 

https://twitter.com/BoroniaK12
https://www.facebook.com/BoroniaK12College/
https://www.instagram.com/boroniak12college/


Meagan Cook 
Principal’s Report 

We have had another busy fortnight at Boronia K-12 

College. This week was the first week that our        

Foundation (prep) students spent the full week at 

school. I am impressed with how well they are settling 

into their learning routines and I know they, and their 

teachers, will be incredibly tired on Friday!  

 

Our students have been busy extending their learning 

into the community:  

 Year 3/4 students have been working with an 

Artist in Residence to develop a permanent   

mural on the building.  

 

 Year 9 students have been undertaking       

preparation for their upcoming camp, setting up 

tents and bushwalking, as part of their “B Active” 

program.  

 

 Year 12’s travelled to Emerald Park Lake to view 

a performance of Euripides' play 'Women of 

Troy”, which is a text that will be studied in Term 

2. 

 

 A number of year 9’s officiated at the Athletics     

Carnival for Boronia Heights Primary School. 

 

 A number of our Senior School girls attended 

the Women in Defence, High tea in celebration 

of       International Women’s Day. 

I am extremely proud of how our students are        

representing themselves in the community, they are 

fantastic ambassadors for our College. 

 

I would like to congratulate our Junior School Students 

who participated in the Knox Division Swimming     

Carnival on Wednesday and our Middle and Senior 

School students who attended the secondary version 

on Thursday. A number of students will now move on 

to the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Schools       

Swimming Championships to be held in the coming 

weeks. All of our competitors represented our school 

with pride. 

 

Next Week the Knox Network, comprising 29 schools, 

will host, Author Jackie French. Jackie will be here to 

launch the Networks focus on improving writing      

outcomes for all     students in Knox. Jackie French is 

an Australian author who has written over 140 books 

and has won numerous National and International 

awards for her writing. After working with school    

leaders in the morning Jackie will run a student     

workshop, on writing at Boronia K-12 College. The           

workshop will cater for students in years 5-8 and each 

school has the opportunity to bring 2 students along 

to  participate. I look forward to seeing what our     

student representatives get out of the session with 

Jackie. 

 

Division Swimming College Events 

I am extremely proud of how our students are          

representing themselves in the community, they are 

fantastic ambassadors for our College. 

Boronia K-12 College hosts  

visiting Author, Jackie French 
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 School Council Election 

At close of nominations I can now declare the          

following elected, as the number of Nominees did not 

exceed the number of positions open. 

 

Welcome to our newly elected members: 

 Adrienne Tanner (DET) 

 Anthony S (Student) 

 

Welcome to our returning elected members: 

 Drey Baldwin (Parent) 

 Susie Colling (Parent) 

 Michelle Haroun (Parent) 

 Rachel MacDonald (Parent) 

 Matt Scammell (DET) 

 

They will join me and the DET /Parent/Student      

members that are continuing: 

 Shaye Owen (Parent) 

 Donna Eichinski (Parent) 

 Kathryn Middleton (DET) 

 Mary N (Student) 

I would like to thank Juanita Blair (DET) and Mary          

K (Student) for the contribution they made during their 

time on Council at Boronia K-12 College. 

I look forward to working with College Council 

throughout 2019. 

 
Meagan Cook 

Principal 





Assistant Principal’s Report 

Matt Scammell 

We have had a smooth and exciting start to the year. 

The teaching and learning that is occurring in         

classrooms is rich and meaningful, as we slowly       

Incorporate more elements of the International       

Baccalaureate Primary Years Program into our Junior 

Years. One of the requirements of the program is that 

we have a Program Coordinator. Cassie Wright, who 

started with us last year as a Learning Specialist, has 

added this role under her portfolio of Director of 

Teaching and Learning in the Junior School. Cassie 

comes with experience in working in an IB PYP setting 

and is well versed in the latest and best practice in 

education. Part of Cassie’s role is spending a two hour 

block each week, with each teaching team, to guide 

and advise on curriculum planning and assessment 

and ensure documentation and practices align with 

the philosophy of the IB and our knowledge of best 

practice. This ensures high quality instruction across 

all classrooms at every level.  

One of the wonderful elements of becoming an IB 

school is the exciting opportunities for professional 

development, networking with other passionate      

educators and forming partnerships with other 

schools. This week, Cassie and I attended the Victorian 

PYP Network meeting at Coatsville Primary School with 

over 100 other school leaders and educators from 

across Melbourne and from all sectors of education. 

We came together to explore new additions and     

improvements to the program that have been recently  

 

launched. It was a great opportunity to connect with 

other people and see how they are utilising this       

information in their schools. We have also obtained 

funding from the Department to form a working    

partnership with another school in the Dandenong 

Ranges. This will support the release of teachers to 

observe each other’s schools and share professional 

learning. 

We have also been allocated a mentor from the      

International Baccalaureate Organisation who will   

support us through our first official year as we work 

towards fulfilling all the Standards and Practices of the 

IB. We are also looking forward to our two-day staff 

professional learning on the first Friday and Saturday 

of term two, where an expert will be joining us from 

Singapore to work with all ELC and Primary Years 

teaching staff and the Principal Team.    

On the next page is some information for new/

prospective families or those wanting to read more. 

There will be an information session for parents in 

Term Two, after the staff workshop. 

 

 

 

Primary Learning 

One of the wonderful elements of becoming an IB 

school is the exciting opportunities for professional 

development, networking with other passionate      

educators and forming partnerships with other 

schools.  
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Designed for students age 3-12, the IB Primary Years        

Programme (PYP) provides the knowledge, concepts, 

skills personal attributes and the capacity to take    

action, all of which younger students need to equip 

them for success in their lives, both now and in the 

future. 

Learning through inquiry, a child’s investigations 

across and beyond subject areas will strengthen 

knowledge and understanding as they explore global, 

topical and relevant ‘big picture’ questions, or       

transdisciplinary themes. 

Student-centred learning 

The PYP provides an ideal foundation for children to 

become successful, lifelong learners by developing 

their: 

 social and emotional well-being 

 independence, as they take responsibility for 

their own learning 

 international mindedness 

 understanding of the world and their ability to 

function effectively within it 

 attitudes and dispositions for learning 

 ability to take mindful, appropriate and           

sustainable student-initiated action 

 language skills; all students study an additional         

language from at least 7 years of age. 

Learning in the PYP is underpinned by six               

transdisciplinary themes, each selected for their       

relevance to the real world. Young learners explore the 

commonalities of human experience by investigating 

these themes through a programme of inquiry. 

Information for parents:  

Who we are 

Inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; 

personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; 

and human relationships. 

Where we are in place and time 

Inquiry into our orientation in place and time; personal 

histories; the discoveries and explorations of             

humankind; and the interconnectedness of individuals 

and civilizations. 

How we express ourselves 

Inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express 

ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values. 

How the world works 

Inquiry into the natural world and its laws, the          

interaction between the natural world and human   

societies; the impact of scientific and technological  

advances on society and on the environment. 

How we organize ourselves 

Inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made 

systems and communities; the structure and function 

of organizations; and their impact on humankind and 

the environment. 

Sharing the planet 

Inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to 

share finite resources with other people and other   

living things; access to equal opportunities; and peace 

and conflict resolution. 

 The exhibition 

The exhibition is an extended, in-depth project          

celebrating the culmination of a child’s learning         

experience in the PYP before they move on to the next 

stage in their education. 

Young learners conduct an in-depth inquiry into real 

life issues or challenges, and present their research,  
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investigation and resulting action to the whole school 

community. 

Recent research into the impact of the PYP exhibition 

found it to be a “valuable and pivotal experience in the 

life of the schools, families and students who were  

involved 

Success with the PYP 

Learning in the PYP is viewed as a continuous journey; 

teachers work with students to identify their needs 

and then document, monitor and provide ongoing   

assessment and feedback to plan the next stage of 

their learning. 

A recent study asked parents and educators how they 

defined success with the PYP. Educators cited          

enhanced student learning outcomes, a shared vision 

of learning within their school, focused decision      

making, and increased international mindedness in the 

school community. 

In another recent study, PYP educators showed a  

commitment to using inquiry methods as a key       

pedagogical approach, and understood how to       

promote transdisciplinary themes and their              

exploration. To do this, these PYP schools adopted a 

variety of thinking tools in their classroom to engage 

students. 

How does the PYP in the early years compare 

to other early childhood learning approaches? 

The PYP framework is compatible with many other   

early childhood learning approaches including       

Montessori, Reggio and Waldorf. 

Relationships, play, symbolic expression, learning    

environment and learning experiences are important 

components for learning in the PYP and many early 

childhood programmes. The PYP also provides the 

added dimension of international mindedness within a 

quality assured and research informed framework for 

early learners. 

 

 

 

 

Will teaching the PYP differ at International 
schools and State schools? 

A child’s learning experience may differ depending on 

the mission and aims of each school and their unique 

identity and context. However, a school’s ethos will  

reflect the IB mission to create a better and more 

peaceful world through intercultural understanding 

and respect and their approaches to learning and    

approaches to teaching will meet the high expectations 

of IB standards and practices. 

As a global framework, goals from other curricula can 

be aligned within the programme although key        

concepts will remain the same. Schools that implement 

a national, regional, state or other curriculum of choice 

will ensure alignment to the PYP framework. 

Quality assurance 

Implementation of the PYP is a transformative          

experience for students, schools and the wider     

learning community. Professional development for     

teachers together with a rigorous process of             

authorization and regular evaluation ensure that IB 

World Schools deliver the best possible education for 

PYP students. 

 

Matt Scammell 

Assistant Principal 

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/pyp-exhibition-summary-en.pdf
http://ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/summarypypsuccess_finaleng.pdf
http://ibo.org/contentassets/8d04d269392d42c18e71529afa337a7c/pyp-mcguinness-exec-summary-en.pdf


Assistant Principal’s Report 

CONTINUED 

 

Boronia K-12 College will be running a fun and interactive Music Bus Open day 

this term! On the day you’ll have the chance to visit the bus, meet the teacher and 

ask any questions you might have along the way. All students will also be invited 

to take part in a short, interactive session on the bus throughout the school day.  

 

Offering weekly lessons in keyboard, guitar, ukulele, singing, drums and rock 
band, The Music Bus program provides the teacher and the instruments, all in-
side a high-tech,     mobile music classroom (the bus)! 

The Music Bus – Open Day 

At the end of the activities, students will be given an Expression of Interest form. 

All     students not already part of The Music Bus program, who would like to join, 

will need to return the form to the school office by Tuesday 2nd April. The Music 

Bus will then be in touch with you to book students into lessons to start in T2 

2019. 

 

Mark Your Diaries - Tuesday 26th March 2019 

-Parent Info Session - 3-3:15pm - Parents can visit the bus, meet the   

teachers and ask questions if they wish.  

-Student Tours - All students will take part in a short interactive session on 

the bus throughout the day in their classes. 

 
To find out more, visit www.themusicbus.com.au or call 1300 168 742. 

http://www.themusicbus.com.au
http://www.themusicbus.com.au


Assistant Principal’s Report 

Adrienne Tanner 

Friday March 15 is the National Day of Action Against 

Bullying for 2019. At Boronia K-12 we want to          

celebrate in line with the national theme to Take     

Action Everyday and we believe that the best way to 

start, is with kindness. As we all know, bullying isn’t 

something that is easily fixed or eradicated overnight 

so we believe that teaching and modelling our         

students to be kind and resilient will support them in 

dealing with situations with peers, family and friends. 

 

We don’t want to overdo it with activities however 

these are the things we have discussed to incorporate 

across the week: 

 Deb Ellis, our adolescent health nurse will be 

discussing bullying and strategies to deal with 

situations that may arise with our year 7 girls in 

the Monday’s girls group.  

 

 Affirmation/Gratitude Tree where we will hang 

string off a particular tree and encourage       

students to write down affirmations and things 

they are grateful for. 

 

 Random acts of kindness where students will 

have to complete small activities such as        

conversation    starters, compliments, lending a 

helping hand etc.  

 

 Showcasing our “what would a world without 

bullying look like?” video  

 

 

Adrienne Tanner 

Assistant Principal: Student Wellbeing and Inclusion  

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Focus on  

Wellbeing 
 
Who are the wellbeing team and what do we do?  

The Wellbeing team consists of  

 Adrienne Tanner - Assistant Principal of       

Wellbeing and Inclusion  

 Nicole Costa, - Student Wellbeing Co-ordinator  

 James Latu, - Youth Worker (Tuesdays and       

Thursdays) 

 Deborah Ellis -  Adolescent Health Nurse 

(Monday and Thursdays) 

As a team we have been working on making wellbeing  

services much more accessible and creating a      

wellbeing culture that is inclusive and  supportive. 

What type of issues can wellbeing help your child 

with?   

 Anxiety 

 Struggles with social relationships 

 Emotional regulation (e.g. anger)  

 Engagement with education (e.g. difficulty     

getting your child motivated to come to school) 

 Family concerns (e.g. family breakdown) 

 

What if my child has the following issues?  

 Depression 

 Severe anxiety 

 Anger management issues 

 Bereavement 

 Drug and alcohol concerns 

If you hold any of the above concerns, the wellbeing team are here to support you and your child to get the      

appropriate  assistance by linking you in with external agencies. 

Here is a quick reminder of the services and supports the wellbeing team can offer: 

 Counselling (short term) 

 Doctors in Secondary School’s Program at school on Mondays 



Continued... 

Wellbeing 
 
 Breakfast Club each morning 8:20am – 8:50am in the Performing Arts Centre 

 State School’s Relief for families eligible to receive uniform assistance 

 Wellbeing based programs that support our students with issues such as self-esteem, friendship issues 

and emotional regulation  

 Working actively with our students to workshop ideas and plans around bullying and mental health      

concerns. 

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my child’s wellbeing? 

It is best to raise the issue with your child’s classroom or homeroom teacher and they will pass this information 

onto sub-school leaders for a member of the wellbeing team to set up a time to meet and create a plan to best 

support your child. 

 

Important Upcoming Dates 

School Dental Visit 

Phase 2: Wednesday 27 March – Thursday 28 

March 

Please check and return (if applicable) your child’s 

Oral Health Report. 

National Day of Action against Bullying 

Friday March 15 

The goal of this day is to take action and empower 

young people to be part of the solution when     

addressing bullying in their school community. It 

provides an      opportunity to focus on bullying and 

the big changes we can make to create safer     

communities for everyone. 

We will be showcasing some work that our staff 

and students have been working on to begin the                

conversation around dealing with bullying at the 

college. 

Let’s take a stand together! 

 







DATE EVENT 

2 May VCE and Careers Expo 

9 May Mothers Day Stall 

10 May Year 9 Taster Day 

22 May National Simultaneous Storytime 

24 May Primary District Cross Country 

4 June Knox Division Cross Country 

7 Jun F-6 Footy Clinics 

10 June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

11 June Year 5/6 Winter Sports  

Round Robin 

14 June  K—6 Disco 

22 June Trivia Night 

28 Jun Last Day Term 2 

15 Jul First Day Term 3 

2 Aug F—2 Dance Program 

29 Aug Father Day Stall 

30 Aug Lamont Book Fair 

11 Sep Art Show 

20 September Last Day Term 3 

7 October First Day Term 4 

20 December Last Day Term 4 

DATE EVENT 

11 March Labour Day Public Holiday 

12 March Intermediate Year 9/10  

Interschool Volleyball 

14 March Value for Life Incursion 

15 Mar Primary Eastern Metro Regional 

Swimming 

19 March Whole School Athletics Carnival 

21 March Parent Teacher interviews 

25 March Year 7 Interschool Sport— 

Volleyball, Baseball and Tennis 

28 March School Photos 

29 Mar Studio Art City Excursion 

2 April  Open Night - 6pm 

Year 9 Camp Departs 

3 April Primary  District Athletics 

4 April Whole School Assembly  

Easter Raffle 

5 April Last Day Term 1  

Year 9 Camp Returns 

23 April First Day Term 2  

25 April ANZAC Day 

College Calendar 

Important Dates 





How We Express Ourselves 
Year 3/4 Inquiring Into 

The Year 3/4 students have been investigating the 

Central Idea “Through the Arts, people use different 

forms of expression to convey their uniqueness.” As 

part of this work, the students will be working with  

Artist in Residence Max Darby to construct a piece of 

art that conveys the uniqueness of our school setting 

using recycled CDs. They are in the process of         

collecting old, used CDs and painting them to create a 

mural on the back of their building (facing Rangeview 

Road) that will reflect the flora and fauna of our local 

community, focusing on the native Wattle and        

Cockatoos that prominently feature in Boronia.  

However, we need your help! We are hoping for       

donations of old, used CDs to be brought to the      

Primary Art Room as the project requires                 

approximately 2000 CDs! While our Artwork is a 

unique expression of our year  level, the form it takes 

is one our expert Artist has completed for many   

different schools over time. Go to the website http://

artseducationguru.com/ to see the other creations 

Max has made. Stay tuned for more updates as we 

paint the background on our CDs first then complete 

our designs on our CDs to finally assemble a truly    

collaborative piece of art for our school. 

Also through this inquiry, students have been exploring 

Aboriginal Art – dot paintings as well as storytelling, 

dance and music. As part of this exploration of the 

Dreaming, students are using their understanding of          

narratives to create their own story that explores a  

native Australian animal or phenomena. Students have 

been exploring how Aboriginal Art conveys the  

uniqueness of the Dreaming and represents Aboriginal 

culture. “Dot paintings are now internationally          

recognised as unique and integral to Australian        

Aboriginal Art. The simple dot style as well as cross 

hatching maybe beautifully aesthetic to the eye but has 

a far more hidden meaning and deeper purpose; to 

disguise the sacred meanings behind the stories in the 

paintings.” (https://www.aboriginal-art-australia.com/

aboriginal-art-library/aboriginal-dot-art-behind-the   

dots/). They have chosen to represent their         

unique story using the form of painting and are       

reflecting on their 

choices of colour, 

style and focus. 

http://artseducationguru.com/
http://artseducationguru.com/
https://www.aboriginal-art-australia.com/aboriginal-art-library/aboriginal-dot-art-behind-the-dots/
https://www.aboriginal-art-australia.com/aboriginal-art-library/aboriginal-dot-art-behind-the-dots/
https://www.aboriginal-art-australia.com/aboriginal-art-library/aboriginal-dot-art-behind-the-dots/


BK12 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

Week 5 

Teachers were looking for students who are ‘inquirers.’ 

These students show enthusiasm when conducting 

research and show independence in their learning. 

They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning is 

sustained throughout their lives. 

The winners were: Matthew, Markus, Bodi, Hannah, 

Emily, Jasmine, Noah, Matthew, Tori, Cody, Caleb and 

Lachlan. 

 

WEEK 5 Specialist Awards: 

ART – Mia 

PE – Luke  

PERFORMING ARTS - Dante  

SPANISH – Giota 

 



BK12 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

Week 6 

Teachers were looking for students who are ‘principled.’ 

These are students who act with integrity and honesty, 

with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect     

for others. They take responsibility for their own       

actions and the consequences that accompany them. 

The winners were: Jet, Levi, Kalina, Tahlya, Brooke, Myra, 

Emily, Skye, Ava, Savannah and Jeremy 

 

WEEK 6 Specialist Awards: 

ART – Jayde 

PE – Rogue and Matthew 

PERFORMING ARTS - Emily 

SPANISH - Finn 



Year 9  
1000 STEPS 

Despite the heat, our year 9 students enjoyed         

exploring the 1000 steps and Lyrebird Trail on Monday 

25 March. 

Most students conquered the 3.2km return climb to 

the top, whilst a handful of students showed their real 

grit and determination, completing 2 (6km) or even 3 

(8.8km) circuits. 

Our bushwalking excursions give students the         

opportunity to enjoy our beautiful Dandenong Ranges 

whilst being physically active. The trips also prepare 

students for our upcoming High Country Discovery  

Adventure Camp @ Buttercup Merrijig, where students 

will conquer Mt Stirling along with horse riding and 

some paintball fun.  

 



Year 9  
HELPERS @ BORONIA HEIGHTS PS 

Boronia Heights Primary School we’re wrapped with 

our Year 9 helpers at their Athletics sports! 



What’s On 

PARENT CLUB 

 

Parent Club Event Dates for 2019 

All dates can be subject to change 

 

Term 1 29 January – 5 April 

 Easter Raffle Friday 5 April: K-6 

 

 

Term 2 23 April – 28 June 

 Mother Day Stall: Thursday 9 May (open to whole school at recess) 

 K-Grade 6 Disco:  Friday 14 June 

 Trivia Night (Glitz and Glamor):  Saturday 22 June 

 Entertainment Books  

 

 

Term 3 15 July – 20 September 

 Toastie & PJ’s Day: Friday 26 July Whole School  

 Father Day Stall: Thursday 29 August (open to whole school at recess) 

 Footy Day BBQ: Tuesday 17 September  Whole School 

 

 

Term 4 7 October – 20 December 

 Colour Run - Friday 18  October Whole School 

 Teacher Appreciation Lunch Friday 25 October 

 Christmas Concert 12  December K-6 (could change closer to the end of the year) 

 

 



What’s On 

CAMP AUSTRALIA 

 

 




