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Meagan Cook 
Principal’s Report 

A visit from the Parliamentary Secretary 

for Schools 

Last week our Junior School Captains (Lucinda, Josh, 

Maggie and James) assisted me in hosting Jackson     

Taylor, our local member and the Parliamentary       

Secretary for Schools, Mr Tim Richardson. Their visit 

was to explore and ask questions about Boronia          

K-12’s application for funding through the Inclusive 

Schools Fund. During this visit we made it clear that 

we were seeking the support of the State Government 

to fund our project for a new running track around 

our front oval, incorporating a sensory pathway. This 

will complIment our work with students on emotional 

regulation. Our local member Jackson Taylor has been 

a supporter of our school and we are hopeful that this 

visit will mean our application is viewed favourably. 

During the visit Mr Richardson highlighted that out of 

200 applications ours was in the Top 5. 

In Our Classrooms 

Across the last fortnight I have had the pleasure of 

visiting many classrooms. The Grade 3/4’s have been 

investigating the central idea that “Economies are    

dependent on the exchange of goods and services”. 

As a result of this exploration they are wanting to run 

a “Market Day”. We discussed their ideas, charities 

they could donate to, and all agreed they should go 

ahead with their planning. Their enthusiasm to put 

their learning into action was infectious as they all 

read out their letters and ideas. 

The Grade 5/6’s ran a carnival morning (my              

description) showcasing games that they had made 

after studying the mathematical concepts within   

probability. It was clear to me that some games were 

not as fair as others and I would suggest this was    

often by design. There was a definite buzz across the 

classes as they explored each other’s games and    

discussed the learning that had taken place. Josh     

assured me that the electronic dice that I rolled in his 

game was not coded to always land on 1, even though  

that is exactly what occurred. When approaching   

Daniel’s game I remembered an old mathematical  

theory known as the Monty Hall Problem and applied 

it (in part) to my guess. The thing about old theories is 

they often work and on this day I got lucky! If you 

would like to know more about this, here is a link: 

https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/wi-phi/

wiphi-metaphysics-epistemology/probability-

philosophy/v/the-monty-hall-problem 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enviro Leaders for 2020 

 

Student Voice and Agency at Boronia K-12 

At this week’s Junior School Assembly our 2020     

Leaders were announced and introduced for 2020. It 

is amazing to see the number of students putting their 

hand up to be involved in the range of leadership   

opportunities on offer. A big congratulations to our 

new Junior School Leaders Maggie, James, Lashana 

and Tyler. There was stiff competition and I am proud 

of everyone that put up their hand to lead our       

community. 

Interviews for Middle and Senior School Leaders have 

been underway with announcements coming soon. 

https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/wi-phi/wiphi-metaphysics-epistemology/probability-philosophy/v/the-monty-hall-problem
https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/wi-phi/wiphi-metaphysics-epistemology/probability-philosophy/v/the-monty-hall-problem
https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/wi-phi/wiphi-metaphysics-epistemology/probability-philosophy/v/the-monty-hall-problem


Meagan Cook 
Principal’s Report 

Exams 

Across our Year 7-11 program all students have been 

engaged in our exam program. We have been         

impressed with the way students applied themselves 

during this time. Our rationale for completing the   

exams each semester, is that we want students to go 

into their Year 12 exams and NAPLAN testing so     

accustomed to the experience that they can fully    

concentrate on displaying their knowledge and skills. 

This is based on neuroscience - cognitive load theory. 

You cannot fully engage when your brainpower is   

required for other things (like- where do I put my 

name? what do I do with this booklet? what does 

‘explain’ mean?) 

 

The examinations aim to:   

 develop student confidence and skills in exam 

techniques and settings 

 give students experience in formal testing     

situations that may useful in later life 

 promote a culture of regular revision and test 

preparation at home 

 develop subject specific exam skills 

 reinforce the learning culture of Boronia K-12 

College amongst the students, parents and    

wider community 

 provide an additional assessment tool for   

teachers and students. 

 

 

      Meagan Cook 

      Principal 

Year 5/6 Carnival 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kathryn Middleton 
Assistant Principal’s Report 

As always, I welcome the opportunity to reflect upon 

what has been achieved across the school year. There 

have been so many great events and they are a        

testament to the students, parents and staff that form 

Boronia K-12 College community. Looking back over 

the year it has been a pleasure and a privilege to be 

part of such a wonderful learning community. There 

are many highlights and here are just a few: 

 Year 12 Valedictory: This year we celebrated at 

Sky High Mt Dandenong.  The reception centre 

was filled to capacity with staff, students and 

their families celebrating the completion of 13 

years of schooling. During the formalities of the 

night our graduating Year 12 students were  

presented with certificates, commemorative 

gifts and a variety of achievement  awards. 

Valedictory Dinner 

 Term Assemblies: These are always a highlight. 

These events are planned and run by our      

student leaders. Our students continue to show 

great leadership skills, consistent with our core 

values and it was always a pleasure to see them 

carry out their duties so well. It is also wonderful 

to see so many students receiving CARL awards 

in front of their peers and families 

 Arts and Technology Showcase: This was an 

amazing display of the wonderful talents of our 

students in a range of Visual and Performing 

Arts. More importantly, it was a chance to        

 

 

celebrate the talents of students across the  entire 

College.   

Art Show 

 An assortment of music performance evenings: 

These events showcase the musical talents of 

our students with musical items also featuring 

prominently in term assemblies. The talent of 

our students is truly amazing and this was     

evident more than ever thanks to the fabulous 

Theatre Restaurant Night.  Great food, drama 

and music were in abundance. 

Theatre Restaurant 

 All camps across the college including Year 3/4 , 

5/6,  7, 9 and the Central Australia camps were 

huge successes. The highlight for me was our 

inaugural foray into the term long School for  

 

 



Kathryn Middleton 
Assistant Principal’s Report 

Student Leadership camp. Three of our brave and  

adventurous Year 9 boys spent 10 weeks separated 

from their families, friends, social  media and           

television. During all of these camps and activities, 

staff and students learnt some new skills and best of 

all everyone had a great time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Camp 

 

Central Australia Camp 

Our 2019 NAPLAN results show that our students   

experienced strong growth in various areas across the 

college. Some of these results are among the best in 

our region. We have made significant gains in moving 

students from low to medium and high growth over 

the last few years. This is testimony to the work of our 

fantastic teachers, including our Literacy and           

Numeracy support teams.  

I have admired from afar, the determination displayed  

 

by many of our students throughout the year. Quietly 

going about their school day, they were engaged in 

their learning in every lesson, studying, sharing ideas 

and being respectful to all of us in the College. We  

truly respect and appreciate their efforts. The efforts 

of our students are assisted by a high level of care and 

support provided by their respective Home Group 

mentors, class teachers and Sub School leaders 

throughout the year. It is due to this combined effort 

and passion that we continue to improve and thereby 

develop a real sense of belonging and community.   

We have all shown that as individuals and as a       

community we can, we do and we will, continue to 

make a positive difference in our own lives and the 

lives of others. We are well along the way to creating a 

legacy that centres upon a culture and an                 

environment that actively supports and challenges 

each other to ‘do our personal best’ and nothing less 

will suffice.  

Finally, I would like to wish all of our families and staff a 

restful and safe Christmas and Happy New Year and 

thank you for your support of the College. To those 

families who are leaving us, I wish you all the best for 

the future. To our returning families, and those       

beginning with us in 2020, I look forward to a        

prosperous and productive year ahead. 

 

   Kathryn Middlleton 

   Assistant Principal - Secondary 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOBILE PHONE POLICY 
2020 

 

Mobile Phone Policy – changes effective as of the beginning of 2020  

 
The Victorian Government takes the safe and responsible use of digital technologies, student safety and         

wellbeing, and the development of social skills and positive behaviour, very seriously. On this basis, the Hon. 

James Merlino MP, Minister for Education, announced that a new mobile phone policy would take effect from 

Term 1 2020. 

 

Whilst the Victorian Government acknowledges that we live in a technology-rich world where mobile phones are 

an important communication tool, research has found that mobile phones can be disruptive in classrooms and 

open to misuse at school. The unregulated presence of mobile phones in classrooms can undermine students ’ 

capacity to think, learn, remember, pay attention and regulate emotion. 

 

At recess and lunchtime, opportunities for students to communicate with each other face-to-face or be involved 

in physical activity are also valued, rather than students being focused on a mobile phone, particularly when they 

are using it to engage with social media. 

 

This new policy acknowledges that technology is increasingly affecting how students learn and communicate. 

Therefore, when a student has been given explicit permission to access and use such devices to enhance     

learning by the classroom teacher, mobile phones will be permitted for that specific purpose. For a small number 

of students with particular health and wellbeing needs, an exception to the policy may also be granted. 

 

This policy will remove a major distraction from our classrooms, so that teachers can teach, and students can 

learn in a more focused, positive and supported environment. 

 

Schools are required to develop a local Students Using Mobile Phones policy and fortunately, the current        

Boronia K-12 Mobile Phone Policy already mirrors many of the requirements of the new department regulations. 

We are currently in the process of making some minor altercations to our existing policy and will have it ready to 

share with the community prior to the start of 2020. In a nutshell, the following will apply. 

At Boronia K-12 College, 

 

• Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and securely 

stored during school hours 

• When emergencies occur, Parents or Carers should reach their child by calling the school’s office. 

 

Students, parents and guardians wishing to know more about the department policy are encouraged to read the 

following fact sheet.  

DET Mobile phone newsleetter.pdf 

file:///C:/Users/09851504/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/8FX1VNJT/DET%20Mobile%20phone%20newsleetter.pdf






DATE EVENT 

10 February Student Free Day 

13 February Swimming Carnival 

17 February Year 10 Elevate 

18 February Year 8 and 9 Elevate 

19 February Year 7 Elevate  

School Dental Van Arrives 

21 February School Dental Van Departs 

26 February Year 7 Camp Departs 

28 February Year 7 Camp Returns 

DATE EVENT 

5 December Christmas Concert with Christmas 

Raffle Drawn 

6 December Library Books Due Back 

10 December Year 7 2020 Orientation Day 

Current Year 7—10 Student Free Day 

11 December Awards Night 6pm 

18 December Reports Published 

Grade 6 Graduation 

20 December Last Day of School 

School Holidays Begin 

29 January First Day of Term 1 

College Calendar 

Important Dates 











ELC  

ELC NEWS 
 

Boronia K-12 College 

 Early Learning Centre 

2020 Sessions 
 

 

Parents can sign up for either or both 3 year old kinder sessions  

 

 Boronia K-12 College Early Learning Centre offers both 2 day and 3 day options 

 After Kinder Care is available from the end of all 4 year old sessions until 6pm (additional costs apply) 

  

4 year old Group 1 4 year old Group 2 

Monday: 8:30am – 1:30pm 

Tuesday: 8:30am – 1:30pm 

Wednesday: 8:30am – 1:30pm 

 After Kinder Care available from 

1:30pm – 6pm 

Monday: 8:30am – 4:00pm 

Wednesday: 8:30am –  4:00pm 

  

 After Kinder Care available from 

4:00pm – 6:00pm 

3 year old Group 1 – 3 hours 3 year old Group 2 – 3 hours 

Thursday: 8:30am-11:30am Friday: 8:30am – 11:30am 





3/4 CAMP 
Junior School 

 

The 3/4 Students are having an amazing time at camp in Mt Evelyn!.  

 



LEADERSHIP ROLES  
2020 Junior School  

There were many quality applicants for student leadership this year. It was amazing to see so many students 

wanting to make a difference in the school community. We are all very proud of all student that had the     

courage and commitment to apply for a leadership position. All of the leaders were announced at assembly on 

Monday and their badges will be presented early next year. 

Year 6 College Leaders 

 Maggie 

 Lashana  

 James 

 Tyler 

 

House Leaders 

 

CHANDLER 

 Cruz  

 Matilda  

 

PATTERON 

 Jett  

 Hannah 

  

HOLLOWS  

 Jasmine  

 Hannah 

 

FREEMAN  

 Emily  

 Skye 

 

 

Enviro Leaders 

Leader: Gol 

Year 6: Curtis, Phoebe, Emily  

Year 3 : Nathaniel, and Logan  



SRC 
2020 Junior School  

 

LEADERS  

Brooke, Matthew, Ella, Isabelle  

Year 6: 

Kade, Jesse, Rui, Tyron, Jack, Cameron, Cody  

Year 5: 

Myra, Giota, Bella, Tillie, Jeremy, Tori, Mia-Belle, Mikaylah, Cailey, Lacey  

Year 4: Charlize, Makayla, Maya, Matthew, Jada, Tiberius  

Year 3: Xavier, Caitlin, Finn, Lexi, Ava, Izzy, Emily, Hannah, Jacob, Alexia, Elijah, Lexi, Mia, Tillie  



Student of the Week 
Primary 

Week 7 

Teachers were looking for students who are on ‘time and ready to learn.’ These are students who always   

arrive to class on time, focused and showing great respect to their peers and teacher. 

The winners were: Phoebe, Luke, Lashana, Emily, Ray, Jack, Audrey, Asher, Anoosha and Lexi. 

 

 

WEEK 7 Specialist Awards 

ART: Bodi 

PE: Wil 

PERFORMING ARTS: Lachlan 

SPANISH: Nathaniel 

  

 

WEEK 8 Specialist Awards 

ART: Cassidy 

PE: Josh 

PERFORMING ARTS: Evie 

SPANISH: Annabelle 

  



Essential Assessment Awards 

Primary 

 

Essential Assessment is the program that we are  using in Maths this year at Boronia K-12. Certificates will be 

presented at Assembly every two weeks.  

To get a certificate, students need to receive 5, 10, 15 or 20 trophies on Essential Assessment. To get         

trophies students need to be practising maths on Essential Assessment and using My Numeracy. They will 

receive stars that build up to trophies.  

Essential Assessment can be completed at home. All students need is a login and password. This should be 

in their school diary so it can be used at both home or at school. Students can ask their teacher if you do not 

have these details.  

If students are unable to practise at home, Miss Barnard will be running a Maths Club at lunchtime on a  

Monday for Essential Assessment. 

The following students received awards this week: Aurora, Ebonnie-Rose, Lachlan, James, Cody and Hannah 



Writing Awards 

Primary 

Writing Competition 

Last week many students in the Junior School were presented with awards from Jackson 

Taylor MP State Member for Bayswater, for their participation in Bayswater Primary 

Schools Writing Competition. It was great to see so many students enter wonderful writing 

pieces in the competition. Maggie and Samuel received special recognition for their effort.  



FARM SCHOOL  
Year 9  

 

It was the final week of Farm School for the Year 9       

students.  

Congratulations to the students that have completed the 

program. 

Congratulations to all students that completed the last 

challenge and made it to the top of the mountain! 

Well Done! 



VET 

World Skills Competition 

 

 

Sam Tomlins entered the World Skills Competition as part 

of his VET Course in Plumbing earlier this year.  Sam      

received second place in the Plumbing VETis Category for 

students in the North Eastern Region. Sam has been      

invited to compete in the National Competition in Western 

Australia.   



What’s On 

WELLBEING 

The Wellbeing Team consists of: 

 Adrienne Tanner - Assistant Principal of       

Wellbeing and Inclusion  

 Nicole Costa - Student Wellbeing  Coordinator  

 James Latu - Youth Worker  

 Deborah Ellis - Adolescent Health Nurse 

(Monday and Thursdays) 

 

We have been lucky to have two placement students 

studying a Masters of Counselling at Monash         

University. Aaron and Louis are here Tuesday’s and 

Fridays and are involved in groups, classrooms and 

individual as supports for our students. If we identify 

that your child may benefit from speaking to one of 

our placement students, a consent form will be sent 

home for you to sign. If you have any questions, 

please don’t hesitate to speak to one of the wellbeing 

team members. 

As a team we have been working on making wellbeing 

services much more accessible and creating a       

wellbeing culture that is inclusive and supportive. 

 

 

 

 Anxiety 

 Struggles with social relationships 

 Emotional regulation (e.g. anger)  

 Engagement with education (e.g. difficulty     

getting your child motivated to come to school) 

 Family concerns (e.g. family breakdown) 

 

 

 

 

 Depression 

 Severe anxiety 

 Anger management issues 

 Bereavement 

 Drug and alcohol concerns 

If you hold any of the above concerns, the wellbeing 

team are here to support you and your child get the 

appropriate assistance by linking you in with external 

agencies. 

Here is a quick reminder of the services and supports 

the wellbeing team can offer: 

 Counselling (short term) 

 Doctors in Secondary School’s Program at 

school on Monday (Currently being revised)  

 Yarra Valley Psychology at school on       

Wednesdays 

 Student Support Services Officers (Educational 

Psychologist, Speech Therapist and Social  

Worker) 

 Support for students that may be disengaged or 

at risk of disengagement from education 

 Support for families with students with            

disabilities 

 Supporting our Koori students 

 Breakfast Club each morning 8:20am – 8:50am 

in the Performing Arts Centre 

 State School’s Relief for families eligible to       

receive uniform assistance 

 Wellbeing based programs that support our   

students with issues such as self-esteem,   

friendship issues and emotional regulation  

 Working actively with our students to workshop 

ideas and plans around bullying and mental 

health concerns 

 

 

Who is the wellbeing team and  

what do we do?  

What type of issues can wellbeing 

help your child with?   

What if my child has the following 

issues?  



What’s On 

WELLBEING 

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my 

child’s wellbeing? 

It is best to raise the issue with your child’s classroom or homeroom 

teacher and they will pass this Information onto sub-school leaders for 

a member of the wellbeing team to begin the process of setting up 

supports for your child at school or in the community.  

 



What’s On 

WELLBEING 

Saint Paul's Youth Group (SPY) meets every Friday during school term. Activities include games, 

themed nights, creative Bible study with challenging discussions, fun outings and delicious supper. 

Year 6 kids are welcome to come along this term to check it out. 

Kidzworks is for primary school kids and runs on Fridays during school term. Each fun session can     

include free play, craft, group games and activities, interactive Bible-based teaching, dinner, music and 

small group discussions.  





Coming Up  

     VCE 
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What’s On  

COMMUNITY BOARD 
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