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Meagan Cook 
Principal’s Report 

On Wednesday night we held our Secondary Awards 

Night. I wanted to share with you my speech on the 

night and acknowledge our Year Level Dux Award   

recipients. 

Year Level Dux Award Recipients 

 Year 7: Jade D 

 Year 8: Gabrielle A 

 Year 9: Emma B 

 Year 10: Ariana K 

 Year 11 VCAL: Abbey R 

 Year 11 VCE: Reuben F 

On Thursday our Year 12 VCE students received their 

academic results and it is with great pleasure that I 

announce Sabina B as our Year 12 VCE Dux for 2019. 

Sabina aims to study Biomedical Science in 2020. We 

look forward to celebrating Sabina’s achievement with 

our whole school community at our first assembly on 

Thursday 30 January (Period 2). We are very proud of 

her and her achievements and pleased to have      

contributed to her learning. 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the Boronia      

K-12 College Awards Night for 2019. 

Our College vision commits to providing “a safe,,          

supportive and stimulating environment that engages 

and challenges students and adults to love learning,     

experience success and be effective and caring members 

of the global community.”  

As a College, we have worked hard to achieve this in 2019, 

through focusing on the shared expectations of our  

learning culture, our continued emphasis on academic 

success and personal learning growth for every student.  

To realize this vision, as we move forward as a College; of 

developing a truly unique educational facility for our   

community, one filled with the promise of exceptional  

educational opportunities for our students, we must    

remember to take the time to celebrate our successes with  

 

 

nights such as tonight.  

The students you will see tonight accepting their awards, 

have, throughout the year, demonstrated our College  

values in their behaviours, in their studies and in their 

relationships.   I congratulate them on their success.  I 

thank all of our staff who have supported, led, enabled 

and cajoled them in achieving this. 

Awards ceremony speeches tend to be an itinerary of 

achievements of learners and of their school. While it is 

very gratifying to do that, if I were to mention everything 

that we did well this year, instead of the few minutes I 

have been given, we would be here till midnight.  

A highlight for me this year has been the ongoing        

developments in student voice and agency across the   

College. The Journey Tracks Program for indigenous    

students has brought to life the culture and heritage of 

our community and resulted in our students writing an 

Acknowledgement of Country to be shared at College 

events. Our partnership with the I Can Network to mentor, 

support and connect young people with autism to each 

other, to focus on what we can do – not what we can’t – a 

great message for everyone. 

As far as celebrations of our community go, the            

Performing Arts and Foods team have been a standout 

with our Theatre Restaurant Night – talented musicians, 

up and coming actors and the wonderful future chefs 

made for an exceptional showcase. Our Art Show, which 

was bigger and better in 2019, showcasing the talents of 

students across our entire community. Our Valedictory 

Dinner, celebrating and acknowledging the Year 12        

Co-Hort of 2019 and the fabulous Junior School       

Christmas Concert, held just last week. 

As I look ahead to 2020 I can see that it promises to be 

every bit as productive.  

Parents, tonight the accolade your child will be receiving is 

a tremendous endorsement of your efforts and your high 

expectations and aspiration for your child.  

Adolescents won’t always do as we say, but more often 

than not they will do as we do! 

 

 



Meagan Cook 
Principal’s Report 

The example we set as parents and as educators are 

strong motivators that make our young people push 

themselves to achieve their full potential.  

“Students will rise to meet the expectations that we,      

together, set for them” 

so let’s set the bar high and see them excel. 

To all of our students and families here tonight I look  

forward to your ongoing contribution to the achievement 

of our College vision and demonstration of our College 

values.   

And finally, I take this opportunity to extend, to all 

members of our College community, our very best 

wishes for a safe and happy holiday period. 

      Meagan Cook 

        Principal 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Matthew Scammell 
Assistant Principal’s Report 

It has been another busy and successful year in the 

Junior School. With stable staff and commitment to 

our vision we have been able to make significant     

progress towards our goals and see improvements in 

student outcomes.  

This year was our first official year with the                

International Baccalaureate (IB), although we had   

completed a lot of preparation prior to starting our 

official journey. Cassie Wright who is one of two   

Learning Specialists in the College, was appointed to 

the role of International Baccalaureate Primary Years 

Program (PYP) Coordinator. In this role, she has      

facilitated learning through her Learning Area Team 

(Junior School), Professional Learning Team (Whole 

School) and through the Junior School Curriculum 

Team. She has led the staff to completing, auditing 

and reviewing our schools two-year Program of       

Inquiry, which documents the development of         

students understanding of our six big ideas or      

Transdisciplinary Themes.  

We have also been working hard at promoting and 

celebrating the Learner Profile Attributes. You would 

have no doubt heard some of these attributes spoken 

about, particularly if you attend Assemblies. These   

attributes are explicitly taught to students and are 

seen as the key attributes needed to be a successful 

learner and live a happy and fulfilling life. It is         

wonderful to start to hear students refer to this      

language when they are discussing their learning.  

Through the implementation of the IB PYP, we have 

seen an increase in student engagement in their 

learning and more personal and group action being 

taken as a result of their learning. We can see           

evidence of this in data – such as significant             

improvements in a number of measures in our       

Student Attitudes to School Survey. We saw             

improvements in:  

 Differentiated Learning Challenge  

 Stimulated Learning  

 

 

 High Expectations for Success  

 Learning Confidence  

 Motivation and Interest  

You can also see evidence of action in activities like the 

recent Market Day Stalls that were facilitated by the 

Year 3/4 students at our recent Christmas Concert. 

This was in response to their learning on the Central 

Idea – ‘Economies are dependent on the exchange of 

goods and services’. The students were able to raise 

$500 to donate to worthy causes.  

Market Stalls 

There have been so many awesome learning           

experiences that have occurred over the year and we 

are seeing a real shift in the way our students act and 

are able to discuss their learning and thinking.  

As a product of changes to our Program of Inquiry, we 

have also made some changes and additions to our 

camping program. This year, our Year 1 students had 

a Dinner and Movie Night for the first time and our 

Year 5/6 students made their way to Sovereign Hill. 

Next year, we are excited to offer our first interstate 

camp for the Junior School – a trip to Canberra for our 

Year 5/6s to support their Central Idea – ‘Government 

systems and decision makers promote or deny equal 

opportunities and social justice’.  

As the Director of the Junior School, Mel Hancock has 

made significant progress in our work towards a      

Restorative culture in our school. She has worked with  
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staff, classes and individual students to improve the 

overall culture of the Junior School. She utilises       

techniques and strategies that were highlighted 

through our work with Adam Voigt and the Real 

Schools Project. These techniques guide discussions 

both in classroom and in small groups, to shift from 

punitive measures to looking at changing behaviours 

and restoring relationships. There are a number of 

students that we have seen change before our eyes 

working through this process. Mel has been part of a 

small group of staff that attended professional      

learning throughout this year on the Berry Street  

Model for Trauma Informed Practice. She has worked 

both in her own class and across the Junior School to 

share this learning. We can see a great benefit to this 

work and are therefore engaging in whole school   

professional learning next year.  

We have been very lucky in the Junior School to have 

had very stable teaching staff over the last couple of 

years. We have only had a few teachers in and out for 

different reasons. This pattern will continue next year 

with only a few changes:  

 Aidan Hudson will be missed from the Year 1/2 

team as he takes up a position at his new school 

with a more coastal lifestyle. We wish him all the 

best with his move to a new school and a new 

home.  

 Laura D’Orazio welcomed her son into the world 

on Saturday 7 December. Oscar will keep her 

busy for the beginning of next year but we hope 

to see her later in the year. 

 Corinne Molloy is returning from Family Leave to 

share a Year 1/2 class with Hayley Spark  

We are very proud of the work and achievements of all 

our staff and students. We are looking forward to an-

other engaging, challenging and successful year in 

2020.   

    Matt Scammell 

    Assistant Principal - Primary 
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT  
2019 

 
 

We all had an amazing time at the 

Christmas Concert held on Thursday 5 

December 2019. 



CHRISTMAS CONCERT cont... 
2019 

 
 

 



DATE EVENT 

19 February Year 7 Elevate  

School Dental Van Arrives 

21 February School Dental Van Departs 

26 February Year 7 Camp Departs 

28 February Year 7 Camp Returns 

DATE EVENT 

18 December Reports Published 

Grade 6 Graduation 

20 December Last Day of School 1pm Finish  

School Holidays Begin 

29 January First Day of Term 1 for Year 1-6,  

Year 7 and Year 10-12 

30 January First Day of Term for Foundation,  

Year 8-9 and VCAL Students 

Whole School Assembly 

6 February Junior School Meet and Greet 

10 February Student Free Day 

13 February Swimming Carnival 

17 February Year 10 Elevate 

18 February Year 8 and 9 Elevate 

College Calendar 

Important Dates 

Library News 
 

Student borrowing has now finished for 2019. In order to assist in 

a smooth start to next years student borrowing, this is a reminder that all 

students college library books need to be returned to the College Library 

as soon as possible, before the last week of Term 4. 

 

        Thankyou. 

        Mrs Young 

        Librarian 



Special Events 

Awards Night 



Special Events 

Awards Night cont... 







ELC  

ELC NEWS 
 

Boronia K-12 College 

 Early Learning Centre 

2020 Sessions 
 

 

Parents can sign up for either or both 3 year old kinder sessions  

 

 Boronia K-12 College Early Learning Centre offers both 2 day and 3 day options 

 After Kinder Care is available from the end of all 4 year old sessions until 6pm (additional costs apply) 

  

4 year old Group 1 4 year old Group 2 

Monday: 8:30am – 1:30pm 

Tuesday: 8:30am – 1:30pm 

Wednesday: 8:30am – 1:30pm 

 After Kinder Care available from 

1:30pm – 6pm 

Monday: 8:30am – 4:00pm 

Wednesday: 8:30am –  4:00pm 

  

 After Kinder Care available from 

4:00pm – 6:00pm 

3 year old Group 1 – 3 hours 3 year old Group 2 – 3 hours 

Thursday: 8:30am-11:30am Friday: 8:30am – 11:30am 





Tallest Tower Competition 
VCAL 

 

The VCAL students worked in groups of both Intermediate and Senior to see who could    

construct the tallest tower that could hold a can of soft drink for 10 seconds. Whilst this was 

going on, a number of Senior VCAL (Year 12) students were practicing their delegation and 

organisation skills, instructing the VCAL Intermediate (Year 11) Students on correct            

processes when cooking a BBQ for big groups.  

 



MARKET DAY 
3/4 Students  

 

 

On Thursday 5 December, the Year 3/4 students put their learning around our Central Idea “Economies are 

dependent on the exchange of goods and services” into action. Throughout the exploration of this Central 

Idea, students had explored the concepts of needs versus wants, supply and demand along with elements 

of branding and marketing. Their summative task, designed for them to express all the learning undertaken 

for the unit, was to create a business plan for a Market Day Stall, providing either goods or services.          

Students worked collaboratively to think of innovate and creative ideas that would have consumers wanting 

to purchase their designed good or service.  

After their lofty plans were explored and discussed, the Year 3/4 students reached out to Ms. Cook to     

consider this idea further, writing her letters proposing times, dates and locations for a market. Ms. Cook 

came up with an even better idea – to have stalls available before the Christmas Concert! With a deadline 

and some parameters in mind, the students diligently worked to create their products and design signage to 

promote their stalls.  

We could not believe the success of the market. We raised over $420 in profit and enjoyed the challenge of 

bringing an idea to life. Students are now excited to use some of those profits to purchase gifts for the 

Kmart Wishing Tree. The remainder of the profits will be donated to State School’s Relief, an organisation 

that assists families in times of financial difficulty to continue to access education.  

The year 3/4 teachers and students sincerely thank the other students, staff, families and community     

members that supported us in this adventure. We sure did learn a lot! 



Student of the Week 
Primary 

Week 9  

Teachers were looking for students who are ‘accountable.’ These are student who take responsibility for their 

actions and learning to improve academic performance and achievements. This might look like remembering 

homework, library books, actively seeking feedback on tasks and completing all tasks to the best of their    

ability. 

The winners were: Tori, Evie, Jayden, Shantarah, Emersyn, Alex and Darcy. 

 

WEEK 9 Specialist Awards 

ART:  Kassidy 

PE:  Josh 

PERFORMING ARTS: Evie  

SPANISH:  Annabelle 

  



Student of the Week cont... 
Primary 

Week 10 

Teachers were looking for students who take ‘action.’ These are students who work hard for 

things they believe and do things to have a positive impact on not only themselves but others and 

the world around them. This might look like picking up rubbish at recess, completing all tasks to 

the best of their ability, asking for assistance when needed, keeping a group focused, ‘safe and 

respectful.’ These students are considerate and understanding towards all their peers and     

teachers. They move appropriately when both indoors and outdoors. 

The winners were: Jacob, Daniel, Prudence, Matthew, Noah, Ava, Hannah, Tiyanha and Isaac. 

CARL Awards 
Secondary 

 

7A – Shaun Dinter 

7B – Sarah Lennox 

7C – Mae Thompson 

8A – Emma Lenne 

8B – Patrick Gray 

 

 

8C – Charlotte Stagg 

8D – Rebecca Symons 

9A – Keira Macpherson 

9B – Cambeul Sinclair 

9C – Haylee Brebner 



Essential Assessment Awards 

Primary 

 

Essential Assessment is the program that we are using in Maths this year at Boronia K-12. Certificates will be 

presented at assembly every two weeks.  

To get a certificate, students need to receive 5, 10, 15 or 20 trophies on Essential Assessment. To get        

trophies students need to be practising maths on Essential Assessment and using My Numeracy. They will 

receive stars that build up to trophies.  

Essential Assessment can be completed at home. All students need is a login and password. This should be 

in their school diary so it can be used at both home or at school. Students can ask their teacher if you do not 

have these details.  

If students are unable to practise at home, Miss Barnard will be running a maths club at lunchtime on a  

Monday for Essential Assessment. 

The following students received awards this week: Lachlan, Audrey and Ava 

 



What’s On 

WELLBEING 

The Wellbeing Team consists of: 

 Adrienne Tanner - Assistant Principal of       

Wellbeing and Inclusion  

 Nicole Costa - Student Wellbeing  Coordinator  

 James Latu - Youth Worker  

 Deborah Ellis - Adolescent Health Nurse 

(Monday and Thursdays) 

 

We have been lucky to have two placement students 

studying a Masters of Counselling at Monash          

University. Aaron and Louis have been here since 

May and have been involved in groups, classrooms 

and individual as supports for our students. Aaron 

and Louis have completed their Masters of          

Counselling and leave us at the end of 2019. We 

thank them for their hard work and support through 

working with the wellbeing team and wish them luck 

with their future endeavours. 

As a team we have been working on making wellbeing 

services much more accessible and creating a       

wellbeing culture that is inclusive and supportive. 

 

 

 

 Anxiety 

 Struggles with social relationships 

 Emotional regulation (e.g. anger)  

 Engagement with education (e.g. difficulty     

getting your child motivated to come to school) 

 Family concerns (e.g. family breakdown) 

 

 

 

 

 Depression 

 Severe anxiety 

 Anger management issues 

 Bereavement 

 Drug and alcohol concerns 

If you hold any of the above concerns, the wellbeing 

team are here to support you and your child get the 

appropriate assistance by linking you in with external 

agencies. 

Here is a quick reminder of the services and supports 

the wellbeing team can offer: 

 Counselling (short term) 

 Doctors in Secondary School’s Program at 

school on Monday (Currently being revised)  

 Yarra Valley Psychology at school on       

Wednesdays 

 Student Support Services Officers (Educational 

Psychologist, Speech Therapist and Social  

Worker) 

 Support for students that may be disengaged or 

at risk of disengagement from education 

 Support for families with students with            

disabilities 

 Supporting our Koori students 

 Breakfast Club each morning 8:20am – 8:50am 

in the Performing Arts Centre 

 State School’s Relief for families eligible to       

receive uniform assistance 

 Wellbeing based programs that support our   

students with issues such as self-esteem,   

friendship issues and emotional regulation  

 Working actively with our students to workshop 

ideas and plans around bullying and mental 

health concerns 

 

 

Who is the wellbeing team and  

what do we do?  

What type of issues can wellbeing 

help your child with?   

What if my child has the following 

issues?  



What’s On 

WELLBEING 

Who do I contact if I have concerns about my 

child’s wellbeing? 

It is best to raise the issue with your child’s classroom or homeroom 

teacher and they will pass this Information onto sub-school leaders for 

a member of the wellbeing team to begin the process of setting up 

supports for your child at school or in the community.  

 



What’s On 

WELLBEING 

Saint Paul's Youth Group (SPY) meets every Friday during school term. Activities include games, 

themed nights, creative Bible study with challenging discussions, fun outings and delicious supper. 

Year 6 kids are welcome to come along this term to check it out. 

Kidzworks is for primary school kids and runs on Fridays during school term. Each fun session can     

include free play, craft, group games and activities, interactive Bible-based teaching, dinner, music and 

small group discussions.  



Coming Up  

     VCE 
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What’s On  

COMMUNITY BOARD 
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COMMUNITY BOARD 

 

 


