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Meagan Cook 
Principal’s Report 

Across the last two weeks I have visited many classes 

throughout the school and have been impressed with 

how focused our students are on their learning. Our 

new Year 7 and Foundation students are establishing 

effective routines and getting to know their peers and 

teachers. Our 2019 Step-Up program in Junior, Middle 

and Senior Schools, gave all students a taste of the 

learning that was to come and has resulted in a very 

smooth transition into new classes this year. 

 

   
 

We finished 2019 feeling very proud of the growth that 

we achieved as a community, especially in relation to 

the implementation of our “Instructional Model”. Staff 

have been working to adapt their practice to reflect 

the needs of the students in their classrooms and  

improve student confidence and motivation towards 

learning. 

This year we have launched our new Learning Mentor 

classes in our Middle and Senior School (replacing the 

old Home Group structures). Each day is themed and 

planned to prime our students for a great start to 

learning. 

 Motivational Mondays 

 Think it Through Tuesdays 

 Wellness Wednesdays 

 Thoughtful Thursdays 

 Fun Fridays 

This week our Year 7 Learning Mentors shared some  

of the activities with parents at our BBQ/Camp         

Information Night. There was definitely a buzz in the 

room as families tackled the activities together. 

As 2020 has begun I have again seen staff, students 

and families embracing our “Our Learning Culture” 

and I am hearing many high-quality conversations  

taking place between members of our community 

Our focus for 2020 is outlined in our Annual             

Implementation Plan, below are key areas that I will 

draw your attention to. 

 Improving numeracy outcomes for Junior and 

Middle School students by investigating best 

practice in Numeracy Education. 

 Continuing to monitor the implementation of 

the Instructional Model via Learning Walks, and 

Peer Observations. 

 Continuing to develop teacher capacity to use 

our Instructional Model with specific emphasis 

on co-construction success criteria, student    

self-assessment, goal setting and differentiation. 

 Providing Professional Learning to improve the 

design of  assessments and their alignment to 

Outcomes (VCE,VET) and Standards (F-10) and 

PYP.  

 Enhance our Middle School Independent     

Reading Program by embedding more explicit 

instruction and developing a common language 

for staff, students and parents/carers 

 Developing a Professional Learning Plan to     

support the successful implementation of the 

6+1 writing strategies into the Junior and      

Middle School Programs. 

 

By focusing on these areas we aim to continue our 

work towards achieving the goals of our Strategic Plan: 

 Maximise academic outcomes and further                    

enhance teaching practices. 

 Maximise student engagement in all aspects of school life. 

 Build a leadership structure which enhances the school’s 

capacity to innovate and implement change. 
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Directing Inquiries 

Parents often ask whom they should contact when they have queries, below is some advice. 

 
  

If in doubt, contact the General Office on 97604900 and they will be able to point you in the right direction. 

 

Our Sub-School Leaders 

The Sub-School Leaders at Boronia K-12 College oversee the student engagement and wellbeing of groups of 

students. They assist team members in establishing and maintaining a focus on learning in our classrooms and 

guide staff in the development of cohort specific programs and events. They are experienced teachers with a 

wealth of knowledge and are eager to assist all members of the community to ensure great outcomes for all    

students. 

 
 

     

 

 

 
Questions relating directly to your students learning in a  
particular subject or grade. 
 
“I wonder how my daughter is progressing in her              
mathematics class”? 
“I wonder if my son in Grade 6 can be extended in literacy 
because he loves reading”? 

 
These questions should be directed to the           
classroom teacher. 

 
Enquiries about payments, COMPASS access, dates – general 
operational information. 
“I am having trouble logging on to COMPASS” 
“I need to set up a payment plan for the Year 9 Camp” 
“What date are the School Photos” 

If the information is not available on COMPASS or 
you are having trouble finding it contact the        
General Office and they will assist you or direct you 
to the right person. 

 
If you have general questions about your child in relation to 
attendance, friendships or information that you feel would 
be beneficial in working with your child. 

 
Often the first port of call is the classroom teacher 
(Primary) or the Learning Mentor teacher 
(Secondary). Alternatively, you can contact your 
child’s Year Level Coordinator and or Sub-School 
Leader (see below for information regarding who 
they are) 

If you have concerns about your child’s wellbeing. Contact our Wellbeing Coordinator Nicole Costa 

Year Levels Key Staff 

Junior School (K-6) Mel Hancock – Director of Senior School 

Middle School (7-9) Krystal Jackson – Director of Senior School 
Tim Knowles – Year 7 Coordinator 
Dan Camille – Year 8/9 Coordinator 

Senior School (10-12) Wayne Judge – Director of Senior School 
Lyle D’Rozario – Year 10-12 Coordinator 
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 Our Assistant Principals 

 
 

Don’t hesitate to contact them if you have any questions. 

  Meagan Cook 

    Principal 

Role Year Levels Assistant Principal 

Assistant Principal – Curriculum, Engagement 
and Operations 

7 – 12 Kathryn Middleton 

Assistant Principal – Curriculum, Engagement 
and Policy 

K - 6 Matt Scammell 

Assistant Principal – Wellbeing and Inclusion K - 12 Adrienne Tanner 

Swimming Carnival 2020  





Adrienne Tanner 
Assistant Principal’s Report 

Term One is a very busy time for the Wellbeing Team.  

In 2020 there is a new look Wellbeing Team.  Nicole 

Costa is the Counselling Leader, James Latu is the 

Youth Worker, Chloe Flint is the new Chaplain, Shriya is 

our new counselling student from Monash University 

and Adrienne Tanner is the Assistant Principal of   

Wellbeing and Inclusion.  

Here is a brief overview of our roles and                   

responsibilities: 

Adrienne Tanner – Assistant Principal of  

Wellbeing and Inclusion 

 Oversee Program for Students with Disabilities, 

Out of Home Care and Koorie students 

 Partnerships with REAL schools, Learning       

Culture, Berry Street Educational Model,       

Communities that Care, Knox Youth Services. 

 Oversee the Adolescent Health Nurse and     

Doctors in Secondary School's Program 

 Provide support for disengaged students 

through reengagement strategies 

 As both a teacher and leader of Wellbeing I can 

provide the educational connection between 

the two. 

 Engage with community organisations to       

provide additional opportunities for our         

students and parents to feel connected and   

engaged within our community. 

Nicole Costa - Counselling Leader 

 Counsellor (crisis, short term, referral pathways 

and group work) 

 Assessment of mental health concerns and   

supports - partnership with Yarra Valley          

Psychology 

 Organising group activities - meeting needs of 

the cohort 

 Welfare (uniform assistance, breakfast club and 

linking with community agencies) 

 Oversee responsibilities for students in out of 

home care 

 

. James Latu – Youth Worker 

 Mentoring students through building resilience, 

focusing on self-esteem and conflict resolution 

strategies. 

 Organising group activities (according to the 

needs of the cohort) 

 In the classroom and on the ground support for 

students. 

Chloe Flint – Chaplain 

 Supporting students through minor life issues 

such as friendship, conflict resolution and    

emotional regulation 

 Supporting students and their families with   

engagement and welfare needs 

 Running programs and small groups to meet 

the needs of the cohort 

Shriya – Monash Counselling Student 

 Supporting students through minor life issues 

such as friendship, conflict resolution and    

emotional regulation. 

 Running programs and small groups to meet 

the needs of the cohort 

 Supervised under the wellbeing team and an 

external supervisor through the university. 

Deborah Ellis – Adolescent Health Nurse 

The school nurse has the ability to assist the school 

community to:· 

 encourage healthier school communities 

 enhance the health of students 

 support students to make informed decisions 

about their health and wellbeing 

 develop greater connections for students at 

school, home and in the wider community 

 work with teachers to deliver health education 

sessions 

 support transition for students from primary to  
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secondary school year levels and for students     

changing schools 

 facilitate student wellbeing programs to improve 

students health and wellbeing  

This year we plan to take a proactive approach to  

Wellbeing and to build the capacity of our students 

and staff.  We plan to deliver a series of activities and 

programs that respond to the needs of our cohorts.  

Here are a sample of the programs we aim to deliver: 

 Journey Tracks 

 Let’s talk 

 Chin Up 

 Year 7 Girls and Boys Group 

 I Can 

 Emotional Regulation Group work 

 Tuning into Kids (Parents) 

 Respectful Relationships  

 Berry Street Education Model 

On Monday 10 February we had a Professional    

Learning Day in collaboration with Boronia Heights 

Primary School.  It was a great opportunity to develop 

a learning framework alongside one of our local       

primary schools.  This learning framework is called 

Berry Street Education Model. 

The Berry Street Education Model (BSEM) is a set of 

strategies, used to provide safe, inclusive and positive 

learning environments, that build strong and real     

relationships with all students, especially those with 

traumatic backgrounds, to improve their learning    

outcomes and to teach students to deal with stressful 

situations both in and out of the classroom. 

  

  .                    

  

   

. The Key Principles 

 Simplify the Complexity  

 Taking the “dis” out of disadvantage  

 Identify the barriers and find solutions  

 What we walk by is what we accept  

 The focus on growth  

 Demanding and Responsive working and     

learning environment  

 The language and actions of inclusion  

 Grow the Children – Not Save them 

Over the next two years we will implement the        

following Modules  

The first Module we will implement is “BODY”.  In this 

module students learn to understand the effect of 

stress on their body.  We ask our students to reflect 

on where and how stress affects their body and more 

importantly how this impacts their learning.  To begin 

this process we use Learning Mentor Time for         

students to identify their Zone of Regulation. The Zone 

of Regulation is a way for the teacher to gauge the 

emotional state of a child at the start of the day.  This 

information is useful as it allows staff to know how   

students are feeling and how this may impact on their 

capacity to engage with learning across the day. 

Teachers will always try to shift a student from a      

negative zone to a more positive one. 
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As we continue to implement elements of the “BODY” 

module students will develop their escalation/           

de-escalation maps, use brain breaks to recharge their 

brains for learning, and develop Focus Learning plans 

that identify strategies to deescalate when stressed.  

This is the language of Berry Street. 

As we continue our journey with this trauma-informed 

approach to teaching and learning we will see          

relationships between staff and students grow,        

engagement with learning deepen, and a growth 

mindset to flourish. From this we hope to see student 

outcomes improve. 

I look forward to presenting some of the material that 

your students will be learning as part of the Berry 

Street Educational Model throughout the year 

      

  Adrienne Tanner 

  Assistant Principal Wellbeing an Inclusion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DATE EVENT 

5 March Primary Knox Division Swimming 

9 March Labour Day Public Holiday  

10 March School Photos 

11 March Year 8 Cricket 

17 March Whole School 

Athletics Carnival 

DATE EVENT 

24 February Senior Baseball, Volleyball and  

Tennis 

 25 February Year 8 KIOSC Excursion 

26 February Year 7 Camp Departs 

Get Wild Bushwalking 

27 February Senior Cricket 

Senior School Information Night 

Junior School Family BBQ 

 28 February Year 7 Camp Returns 

3 March Year 9/10 Intermediate Cricket 

4 March Year 7/8 Baseball, Softball, Tennis 

and Volleyball 

 

College Calendar 

Important Dates 

Privacy Policy 
 

 

https://bit.ly/2vQbBeM 

Please go the above link for information on our  

 Privacy Policy. This can also be found on our website. 



Events 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL 2020 

 

On Thursday 13 February our school held the annual swimming     

carnival at Croydon Memorial Pool. The VCAL organised the novelty 

events. We started this preparation the first week back at school and 

got everything ready in time.  

Jesse interviewed one of the VCAL students and they said they felt “that 

the day went well and that everyone worked as a team.” They said that 

they “could see that the younger students loved the day as usual; their 

favourite activity was cork scramble.”  

Our intermediate VCAL group designed the timetable for the day with a 

little bit of help from last year’s timetable, they also ran the land      

activities. This included the egg and spoon race, bucket games and 

many more fun activities The land activities went really well.  

The senior VCAL class organised the equipment for the day and what 

pool activities were going to be done. The activities included tunnel 

ball, egg and spoon race, cork scramble and a noddle race. The      

students that participated had loads of fun and all the VCAL students 

contributed within all the activities.  

The VCAL students were rewarded with lunch which everyone was 

happy about. 

In conclusion I think that the day went great and we are all looking 

forward to planning and taking part in the athletics. 

By Abbey and Jesse, Senior VCAL students.  



Events 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL 2020 



Year 3/4 

MATHS 
 

 

 

We love Maths in 3/4. Here we are developing our  

place values skills and knowledge through a variety  

of hands on activities.  



Student of the Week 

Awards 

Week 4 

Teachers were looking for students who are ‘caring.’ These students show empathy, compassion and 

respect  towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and 

act to make a      positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment. 

The winners were: Noah, Izzy, Berry, Tyron, Cody, Hannah, Zane, Kira-Lee, Matilda and Jakob. 

 



Year 6 

COLLEGE LEADERS REPORT 

It has been an amazing start to the first term of 2020. We are looking forward to many exciting things, including 

running our assembly on a Monday morning with the Kinder kids. 

We are seeing a lot of new students, which is great. We are also glad that so many students have enrolled for 

leadership positions. It is a big improvement. 

From this newsletter onward, the Year 6 College Leaders will be writing a report.  

We have interviewed some students about their first couple of days at school. 

 

Foundation: 

Zane and Allen had really fun first days, filled with fun and games including a treasure hunt, where the treasure of 

lollies was hidden under Allen’s table. They also made birthday cupcakes that have when their birthdays are and 

decorated them. 

Kiera had a great first day where she liked playing acting games with her friends. Kiera also made cupcake      

birthday art. 

 

1 / 2S 

Lachie liked doing maths and sport and likes his new teacher. 

Izzy also likes maths and likes to play numbers buzz, where you pick a number, like 5, and every number with a 5 

in it or is a multiple of 5 is said as “buzz”. 

 

3 / 4S 

Finn read the first book of a series and loves reading. 

Emily likes writing and P.E and made a poster for the essential agreement in class. 

Jaxon made lots of new friends, likes the new S.T.E.A.M programme (Science, Technology, Engineering, The Arts 

and Mathematics), loves P.E and also enjoys reading. 

 

5 / 6S 

Matthew liked writing and having sport on his first day and enjoyed making the “All about me” sheet. 

Adam likes his new teacher and liked writing and also doing sport on his first day. 

Clarissa is a new student and likes her teacher. She made a lot of friends and her favourite subjects are Maths, 

Writing, S.T.E.A.M (which is Science, Technology, Engineering, The Arts and Mathematics).  

Last week we had our Whole School Swimming Carnival and were very pleased to see so many people              

participating. Some people were very excited to win ribbons. It was a great experience for everyone. 

“I loved all of it!” Van 

“I didn’t want to swim but when I saw my friends swimming, I had a go and it was fun!” Jesse 

“I’m glad I tried because I came second.” James 

 

On Friday 14 February, the Year 6 students were very excited because they got their 2020 jackets.  

 

By James, Tyler, Maggie and Lashana 



VCAL 

SIGN LANGUAGE 

Senior VCALs learning Auslan as part of their work in workplace communication.  Abbey & Courtney are spelling 

the word Emergency as it is relevant to their work in Health Services  



What’s On 

TERTIARY OPEN DAYS 2020  

SECONDARY ART 
Reminder 

Could all students who have yet to pick up their Artwork from last year,  

please collect it from the Art Room during next week. 

Thanks 

Jordan McKinnon 




