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BORONIA K12 COLLEGE
NEWSLETTER

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
A very warm welcome is extended to all students and their families, especially those who are new
to the Boronia K-12 Community this year. Welcome also to new members of Staff.

  
New members of Staff into classroom teaching positions:

 
Jeremy Ager (Mathematics)

Dan Burns (English/Humanities)

Lorena Dall (Spanish)

Erin Kimberley (ELC)

Roderick McLeod (Instrumental Music)

https://www.boroniak-12.vic.edu.au/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzEsIjQ5OGYyN2ZjYzEyZiIsMCwwLDEsMV0
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Alex Paine (Grade 5/6)

Naomi Rankine (Legal Studies/Humanities and VCAL)

Staff returning from Leave

Victoria Emerson (Secondary Literacy Support)

Nicole Harvey (Junior School Performing Arts)

Courtney Storen (Art/Design Technology)

Whilst it seems like a long list it reflects not only our ongoing growth but also our investment in
ensuring we have staff to support students in their learning after a very disrupted 2020. I am
confident that each of these new staff members will have a positive impact on the future of our
College.
 
At the very end of last year we farewelled Ms Carlie Case, who has taken up a new opportunity at
Officer Secondary College, we wish her all the best and know that if she does return to Boronia K-
12 College in 2022 it will be with new knowledge that she will share with us to further enhance our
programs.
 
Across the last few weeks I have visited many classes through the school and been impressed with
how focused our students are on their learning. Our newest students in Year 7 and Foundation are
establishing effective routines and getting to know their peers and teachers. Despite the disruption
felt in 2020 Our Step-Up program, in Junior, Middle and Senior School, gave all students a taste of
the learning that was to come and has resulted in a very smooth transition into new classes this
year.
 
It is great to see our refurbished Grade 1/2 classrooms in actions, we can already see the benefits
of our new walls in ensuring a focused learning environment for each class. Just last week we had
the synthetic surface around the serpent (in the middle of the school) replaced, it looks amazing
and no longer has trip hazards!
 
Despite the snap lockdown experienced in Week 4, we have our fingers crossed that the year ahead
will be smooth and enjoyable for all. In the Middle and Senior School we are re-engaging with our
new Learning Mentor program, first introduced in 2020 (albeit often via WebEx). Each day is
themed and planned to prime our students for a great start to learning.

Motivational Mondays

Think it Through Tuesdays

Wellness Wednesdays

Thoughtful Thursdays

Fun Fridays

Our Swimming Carnival was a fantastic day for the whole school community to come together and
this week we have seen our Year 7 students head off to camp. This is a great opportunity to bond
as a cohort, get to know new staff and students to ensure a great year of learning.
 
Our Year 10 students are all part of mentor program on Wednesday afternoons, where the teaching



2/26/2021 Boronia K-12 College Newsletter February 2021

https://www.boroniak-12.vic.edu.au/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzEsIjQ5OGYyN2ZjYzEyZiIsMCwwLDAs… 3/24

team we will focus on ensuring all students have the necessary study skills and mindsets to
effectively tackle the senior school curriculum.
 
Directing Inquiries
Parents often ask whom they should contact when they have queries, below is some advice:

Questions relating directly to your students learning in a particular subject or grade.

“I wonder how my daughter is progressing in her mathematics class”?

“I wonder if my son in Grade 6 can be extended in literacy because he loves reading”?

These questions should be directed at the classroom teacher.

Enquiries about payments, COMPASS access, dates – general operational information.

“I am having trouble logging on to COMPASS”

“I need to set up a payment plan for the Year 9 Camp”

“What date are the School Photos"

If the information is not available on COMPASS or you have having trouble finding it contact the
General Office and they will assist you or direct you to the right person.

If you have general questions about your child in relation to attendance, friendships or
information that you feel would beneficial in working with your child.

Often the first port of call is the classroom teacher (Primary) or the Learning Mentor teacher
(Secondary). Alternatively, you can contact your child’s Year Level Coordinator and or Sub-School
Leader (see below for information regarding who they are).

If you have significant concerns about your child’s wellbeing.

Contact our Wellbeing Leader Nicole Costa.
 
If in doubt, contact the General Office and they will be able to point you in the right direction.
 
Our Sub-School Leaders
The Sub-School Leaders at Boronia K-12 College oversee the student engagement and wellbeing of
groups of students. They assist team members in establishing and maintaining a focus on learning
in our classrooms and guide staff in the development of cohort specific programs and events. They
are experienced teachers with a wealth of knowledge and are eager to assist all members of the
community to ensure great outcomes for all students.
 
Mel Hancock: Junior School (K-6) Director of Junior School
 
Krystal Jackson: Director of Middle School Year 7 - 9
Dan Camille: Middle School Year 7 - Co-ordinator
Dale Edwards: Middle School Year 7 - 9 Co-ordinator
 
Wayne Judge: Director of Senior School Year 10 - 12
Lyle D'Rozario: Senior School Year 10 - 12 Co-ordinator
Maggie Davidson: Senior School Year 10 - 12 Co-ordinator
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Our Assistant Principals
 
Kathryn Middleton: Year 7 -12 Curriculum, Engagement and Operations
Matthew Scammell: Year K - 6 Curriculum, Engagement and Policy
Adrienne Tanner: Year K - 12 Wellbeing and Inclusion
 
 
 
With the support of all staff, families and students I look forward to continuing to see our
community thrive throughout 2021.
 
Meagan Cook
Principal
 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS REPORT
Term One is always a very busy time for the Wellbeing Team. 
 
Here is our team and a brief overview of our roles and responsibilities:
Adrienne Tanner – Assistant Principal of Wellbeing and Inclusion

Oversee Program for Students with Disabilities, Out of Home Care and Koorie students

Partnerships with REAL schools, Learning Culture, Berry Street Educational Model,
Communities that Care, Knox Youth Services.

Oversee the Adolescent Health Nurse and Doctors in Secondary School's Program

Provide support for disengaged students through re-engagement strategies

As both a teacher and leader of Wellbeing, I can provide the educational connection between
the two.

Engage with community organisations to provide additional opportunities for our students
and parents to feel connected and engaged within our community.

Nicole Costa - Counselling Leader

Counsellor (crisis, short term, referral pathways and group work)

Assessment of mental health concerns and Organising group activities - meeting needs of the
cohort

Support the implementation of the Berry Street Educational Model within the classrooms

Developing and supporting the implantation of targeted cohort programs

Oversee responsibilities for students in out of home care

James Latu – Youth Worker
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Mentoring students through building resilience, focusing on self-esteem and conflict
resolution strategies.

Organising group activities (according to the needs of the cohort)

In the classroom and on the ground support for students.

Chloe Flint – Chaplain

Supporting students through minor life issues such as friendship, conflict resolution and
emotional regulation

Supporting students and their families with engagement and welfare needs

Running programs and small groups to meet the needs of the cohort

Welfare (uniform assistance, breakfast club and linking with community agencies)

Monash Counselling Students

Supporting students through minor life issues such as friendship, conflict resolution and
emotional regulation.

Running programs and small groups to meet the needs of the cohort

Supervised under the wellbeing team and an external supervisor through the university.

Deborah Ellis – Adolescent Health Nurse
The school nurse has the ability to assist the school community to:

encourage healthier school communities

enhance the health of students

support students to make informed decisions about their health and wellbeing

develop greater connections for students at school, home and in the wider community

work with teachers to deliver health education sessions

support transition for students from primary to secondary school year levels and for students
changing schools

facilitate student wellbeing programs to improve students health and wellbeing

This year we plan to take a proactive approach to Wellbeing and to build the capacity of our
students and staff. We plan to deliver a series of activities and programs that respond to the needs
of our cohorts. Here are a sample of the programs we aim to deliver:

Journey Tracks

Let’s talk

Chin Up

Year 7 Girls and Boys Group

I Can

Emotional Regulation Group work

Respectful Relationships
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Berry Street Education Model

On the first day of Term 1 we had a Professional Learning Day in collaboration with Boronia Heights
Primary School. It was a great opportunity to develop a learning framework alongside one of our
local primary schools.
The Berry Street Education Model (BSEM) is a set of strategies, used to provide safe, inclusive and
positive learning environments, that build strong and real relationships with all students, especially
those with traumatic backgrounds, to improve their learning outcomes and to teach students to
deal with stressful situations both in and out of the classroom.
 
The Key Principles

Simplify the Complexity

Taking the “dis” out of disadvantage

Identify the barriers and find solutions

What we walk by is what we accept

The focus on growth

Demanding and Responsive working and learning environment

The language and actions of inclusion

Grow the Children – Not Save them

This Term we continue to implement elements of the “BODY” module. All Junior school and Year 7-
9 students will use Zones f regulation to express how they are feeling develop their escalation/de-
escalation maps, use brain breaks to recharge their brains for learning, and develop Focus Learning
plans that identify strategies to deescalate when stressed. This is the language of Berry Street. We
want our students to avoid “flipping their lids” and use their thinking brains more.
This link takes you to a very useful video on how our emotions and brains work.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bKuoH8CkFc
 
As we continue our journey with this trauma-informed approach to teaching and learning we will
see relationships between staff and students grow, engagement with learning deepen, and a
growth mindset to flourish. From this we hope to see student outcomes improve.
I look forward to presenting some of the material that your students will be learning as part of the
Berry Street Educational Model throughout the year.
 
The Wellbeing team looks forward to working with the whole community so that we provide our
kids with the best opportunity to be the best version of themselves. Please feel free to contact the
Office if you require any support around the social and emotional wellbeing of your child.
 
Adrienne Tanner
Assistant Principal Wellbeing an Inclusion
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bKuoH8CkFc
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SWIMMING SPORTS
An incredible day last Thursday with the Foundation – Year 12 Swimming Carnival. Perfect weather
for the first excursion in 12 months for a lot of students. Congratulations to all students who
participated in all the events including the Biathlon, Freestyle, Backstroke, Breaststroke, Butterfly,
Noodle Race, House Captains Lifesaving and the always enjoyable Novelty Pool activities.

  
A huge thank you to the VCAL students who ran the F-2 Swimming and Land activities, including
organising the first ever year of the Foundation students going into the pool. A huge effort and
much appreciated by all staff, F-2 students and families. Congratulations to all students who
qualified for the next level of the Swimming Competition with the Primary School competition to be
held on Thursday 25 February and the Secondary School competition to be held on Thursday 4
March.

  
Congratulations to FREEMAN who took the House Trophy off Chandler who had won the last few
years. A great effort by all students who earnt points for their house!

  
FREEMAN (Yellow) – 435
CHANDLER (Red) – 388
HOLLOWS (Green) – 341
PATERSON (Blue) - 302

  
We are all looking forward to our next Whole College event with our Foundation – Year 12 Athletics
Carnival on Tuesday 16 March, 2021. All information regarding this event is on Compass, please
give consent for your child to attend at your earliest convenience using the Compass Parent Portal.
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ELC
We have had a wonderful start to our kinder year!

  
We have been building and establishing lots of new relationships with our teachers and our friends
and have really liked the many choices of experiences to play with.

  
We have enjoyed sharing lots of information about ourselves through art experiences as well as
group times. We have found many things that are special about each of us and we will be using
these special snippets of information to further support relationship building amongst the children.

  
We especially enjoyed going on an adventure to locate a variety of spaces around the school. Our
checklist included the snake, the oval, the office and the playground. We were very happy to spend
some time at the playground after all that walking on our school adventure!!
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ART ROOM
SECONDARY ART // They are looking at Appropriation in Art. They have to take a famous artwork
and reimagine it to create a new artwork with a different meaning. This is them trialling different
techniques.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

FOUNDATION
EXPLORING PATTERNS

 
The Foundation students have been exploring patterns. They enjoyed working together to
recognise, create and find patterns around the school.
 
Emerysn – ‘I enjoyed making patterns using dinosaurs, frogs and bugs!’
Remi – ‘I loved finding patters in the playground.
Liam- ‘It was great working with the other class!’
Ariana – ‘I enjoyed going out outside to find patterns.’
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BUDDIES
Our Foundation students are loving being supported by their Grade 6 Buddies!
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YEAR 5/6
Victorian High Ability Program and Challenge and Enrichment Series
The Victorian High Ability Program is an initiative from the Department of Education, providing
extension and enrichment sessions to students performing above expected standards in Years 5-8.
Students selected to participate, undertake a weekly session conducted through Virtual School
Victoria for 10 weeks in either Maths or English. We had our first intake in Term 4, 2020 and the
students thrived during these sessions and found them thoroughly enjoyable with a challenging
edge. This was celebrated with a virtual Masterclass with other students in the local area, where
students showcased the skills they had developed across the term. Alongside this, there is the
Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series (VCES) which provides opportunities for high achieving
students, in both the primary and secondary space, to be extended in all areas of the curriculum.
So far, we have been able to provide opportunities for students to attend webinars for writing,
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where they have been guided through the planning and brainstorming process by author Lili
Wilkinson. We look forward to engaging further with the VCES throughout 2021 and finding
opportunities to extend and challenge students in their learning.
 
Maths Learning – Year 5/6
In Year 5/6, we have been loving exploring number and place value concepts in a hands-on way.
We developed our understanding of place value by using the Think Square “Gold Diggers” game
where we had to mine gems – aiming to get the highest value! This also helped us to develop our
strategical thinking and collaboration skills, as we sometimes had to think a few turns ahead when
deciding which gem to mine. We have now moved onto prime and composite numbers and have
enjoyed testing if numbers are prime by creating arrays. We found that there is more than one
array that works for some numbers, which makes them composite as they have more than 2
factors. Any prime number did not make a perfect array but we double checked there was no other
way it could be done before we decided this conclusively. We can’t wait for more hands-on
opportunities in Maths!

YEAR 6 JACKETS
The Year 6 students were excited to receive their Year 6 Jackets this week!
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
For the Student of the week, the last week teachers have been looking for students who are
fantastic at ‘being on time.’ These students always arrive to class on time with everything they
need, ready to learn. 
 

WELLBEING & INCLUSION

 
 
BORONIA K-12 COLLEGE
CHILD SAFETY STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT
Boronia K-12 College is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This
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will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. Boronia K-12 College has zero tolerance
for child abuse.
 
Boronia K-12 College is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young
people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives.
Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from
culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a disability.
Every person involved in Boronia K-12 College has a responsibility to understand the important and
specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all
children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make.
In its planning, decision-making and operations Boronia K-12 College will:

 
1. Take a preventative, proactive and participatory approach to child safety;

2. Value and empower children to participate in decisions which affect their lives;

3. Foster a culture of openness that supports all persons to safely disclose risks of harm to
children

4. Respect diversity in cultures and child rearing practices while keeping child safety paramount;

5. Provide written guidance on appropriate conduct and behaviour towards children;

6. Engage only the most suitable people to work with children and have high quality staff and
volunteer supervision and professional development;

7. Ensure children know who to talk with if they are worried or are feeling unsafe, and that they
are comfortable and encouraged to raise such issues;

8. Report suspected abuse, neglect or mistreatment promptly to the appropriate authorities;

9. Share information appropriately and lawfully with other organisations where the safety and
wellbeing of children is at risk; and

10. Value the input of and communicate regularly with families and carers.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
YEAR 7 CAMP
Our Year 7 students have been having an amazing time at Year 7 Camp this week!
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SENIOR SCHOOL
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The Importance of Full Time Attendance – Every Day Counts:
 
In Victoria, schooling is compulsory for children and young people aged from 6 to 17 years unless
an exemption from attendance or enrolment has been granted.

  
Daily school attendance is important for all children and young people to succeed in education and
to ensure they don't fall behind both socially and developmentally. Children and young people who
regularly attend school and complete Year 12 or an equivalent qualification have better health
outcomes, better employment outcomes, and higher incomes across their lives. It is important that
children develop habits of regular attendance at an early age.

  
School attendance is important as it maximises life opportunities for children and young people by
providing them with education and support networks. School helps people to develop important
skills, knowledge and values which set them up for further learning and participation in their
community.

  
Conversely, limited school participation is associated with a greater chance of dropping out of
school, disruptive and delinquent behaviour and may lead to a cycle of rebellion against authority.
These outcomes have later implications for employment, a range of health risk behaviours (drug
and alcohol abuse), homelessness, poverty, welfare dependence, and involvement in the justice
system.

Students are expected to attend the school in which they are enrolled, during normal school hours
every day of each term. There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student
misses puts them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness.
However, it’s never too late to improve attendance. Even in the middle years, when school can
seem the most challenging for students and when attendance rates can be at their lowest, going to
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school more often can make a big difference. Remember ‘Every Day Counts!
 
Student Absences:
The main reasons for absence are:
Illness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s
vital that they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, and setting good sleep patterns,
eating well and exercising regularly can make a big difference.
“Days off” – This is when students are allowed by their parents to be absent from school for
reasons other than illness and other legitimate reasons. Parents should think carefully before letting
their child have a “day off” as they could fall behind their classmates – remember every day counts.
Family holidays - It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and
not during the term.
Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s permission or
skip out of school during the day without permission.
School refusal - School refusing children experience significant emotional distress not only when
going to school but also at the thought of going to school; they may be absent from school for
weeks or even months at a time. School refusal differs from truancy as children generally stay
home with the knowledge of the parents and despite their best efforts to encourage their child to
go to school.
While all absences can affect academic performance, statistics from the Department of Education
show that unexcused absences are a much stronger indicator of lower academic achievement
particularly in reading and maths achievement.

Whilst school attendance is critical at all year levels, never is it more important than in Years 11 and
12. For this reason, and as part of the College’s overall Attendance Improvement Strategy, there is
a 90 per cent attendance requirement at Year 11 and Year 12 for all VCE and VCAL students. This is
consistent with the requirements for participation in VCE and VCAL studies as laid down by the
VCAA. Students in VCE and VCAL should ensure that they do not exceed more than 10%
unapproved absences from their various subjects/studies. Participation in school approved activities
such as sports days and excursions do not count as absences. When absent from school for
legitimate reasons (e.g. illness) students should provide a medical certificate, or at the very least,



2/26/2021 Boronia K-12 College Newsletter February 2021

https://www.boroniak-12.vic.edu.au/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzEsIjQ5OGYyN2ZjYzEyZiIsMCwwLDA… 20/24

parents should provide the school with an explanation for their child’s absence. This can be done
via COMPASS, by contacting the office and speaking with the Attendance Officer, or by having your
child provide a note to their Learning Mentor teacher.
 
Remember EVERY DAY COUNTS!
 
Wayne Judge
Director of Senior School

VCAL
The Senior VCAL students have hit the ground running so far this year. They started the year with
some reflections and goal setting for the year ahead and are now working their way through their
‘Living Independently’ project. The project involves various activities which are targeted at
equipping the students with various skills necessary for the real world. Activities have included,
written reflections, learning about mindfulness, empathy and showing gratitude, writing resumes
and cover letters, learning about financial maths with an industry-specific focus, and have also
completed their safe@work modules.

  
The Intermediate VCAL students have also hit the ground running this year. They started the year
focussing on the theme of Identity and Belonging. This has let the students settle into the VCAL
program, whilst learning more about themselves and how they can use these skills to develop and
run projects throughout the year. The students have also focused on Health and Wellbeing in PDS,
completing the safe@work modules in WRS and hands on practical maths skills.

  
In addition to this, the students did a fantastic job playing a key role in the planning and
implementation of the college’s recent swimming carnival, where along with the Intermediate VCAL
students: Helped set and pack up the venue, created and ran a variety of entertaining games with
our primary students in the novelty pool and assisted the PE teachers in the running of events by
being timekeepers, place-judges and ushering students for races. Well done on your hard work and
effort in making the swimming carnival a fun and successful day. We look forward to seeing this
again for our upcoming Athletics Carnival!
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MUSIC
Instrumental Music Lessons

  
Voice, guitar, bass guitar, drums, piano/keyboard and ukulele lessons are available for Secondary
students. Students receive a half hour lesson per week from one of our expert instrumental
specialist teachers, as well as participating in an ensemble rehearsal once a week.

  
The cost is $200 for the whole year for one instrument, or $300 for 2 instruments (2 lessons per
week). Payment plans are available.

  
In instrumental lessons students develop skills in small groups and learn repertoire that is engaging
and relevant to their musical interests.

  
Each semester an instrumental concert provides the opportunity for students to present their work
to friends and family. Keen students also have other performance opportunities throughout the
year.

  
Students who develop sufficient instrumental skill can choose VCE VET Music Industry Performance
Certificate III in year 10 and 11, or year 11 and 12.

  
Enrolment forms are available from the office. For further information please contact Judy McLaren:
Instrumental Music Coordinator.
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LIBRARY
2021 FOUNDATION - YEAR 12 STUDENT BORROWING
The encouragement of reading for fun and reading for learning is promoted and assisted with the
library’s wide range of resources. The library aims to support the school’s policies by providing the
necessary resources for the key learning areas of the Curriculum Framework. We hope that
students will continue to enjoy using the College Library throughout their educational journey at
Boronia K-12 College.
 
STUDENT BORROWING GUIDELINES
Students from Foundation to Year 6 use our Library as part of a scheduled class one period per
week. During these sessions, students are given the opportunity to borrow library books to take
home to their families.
 
Students from Year 7 to Year 12 use our Library for borrowing purposes as directed by their subject
teachers, as well as before and after school, or during their lunch break. 
 
Students from Year 7 to Year 10 also have an opportunity to visit the College Library during the first
or second half of a scheduled English class once a week, these short sessions encourage and allow
students to discover and borrow reading material that they will enjoy reading during their
independent reading programs.
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LIBRARY BAGS
All Foundation to Year 6 students  require a library bag to help protect their library books if they
wish to take library books home to read.
 
Library bags may be provided from home in a colour or style of your choosing. Alternatively,
students may use the book bags provided with their stationery packs at the beginning of the school
year.
 
Foundation to Year 6 students without a library bag will not be permitted to borrow library books to
take home.
 
Students from Year 7 to Year 12 do not require a library bag.
 
NUMBER OF BOOKS STUDENTS CAN BORROW
Foundation: 1 book
Year 1 & Year 2: up to 2 books
Year 3 - Year 6: up to 4 books
 Year 7 - Year 12: up to 4 books
 
LOAN PERIOD IS 14 DAYS
All students can borrow library books for up to 14 days. Students who require more time to finish
reading books can renew books any time within the 14-day loan period.
 
OVERDUE LIBRARY BOOKS
Students who have overdue library books will not be able to borrow until all overdue books have
been cleared either by returning or renewing their books.
 
If you are aware that a library book is lost or damaged, please let Mrs Young know, as this will
assist in avoiding students having unresolved overdue loans.
 
Please encourage your students to look after their library books and return or re-borrow their books
on time as this will avoid disappointment.
 
 
 
Mrs Young
Librarian
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